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Foresighting the Future Prospects for Chinese-Arab Relations by Delphi 

Technology During the Period 2013 – 2030 

 
Dr. Anoud AbdRahman Al-Habashneh 

 
Abstract 

The study mainly aims to demonstrate the effectiveness of employing Delphi 

technology in increasing the ability to predict the future prospects of the 

determinants of Chinese-Arab relations during the period 2013 - 2030. The 

study started from the main hypothesis that the employment of Delphi 

technology contributes to increasing the ability to predict the future prospects of 

the determinants of Chinese-Arab relations during the period 2013 - 2030. The 

study relied on employing Delphi technology by surveying the opinions of a 

group of academics and experts, whose number reached (12) experts and 

academics, and by using the inductive approach in predicting the future 

prospects of the determinants of Sino-Arab relations The results of the study 

indicated that the determinants affecting the future Chinese-Arab relations are 

linked to political determinants, as it will seek in the future to be the first trading 

partner for Arab countries until 2035, and China seeks to strengthen its military 

presence in the Arab region and the Middle East region to preserve and protect 

its economic interests in the region, and it is possible that China will increase its 

dependence on Arab energy resources. The study recommends the necessity of 

comprehensive development in the political, economic, scientific, cultural, 

technical and cultural issues in Arab-Chinese relations. 

Keywords: Delphi Method, Prediction, Future Prospects, China-Arab Relations. 
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The Nature and the Criteria of Estimating the Compensation that a Real 

Estate Developer is Entitled to according to the Law Organizing the Initial 

Real Estate Registry in the Emirate of Dubai 

 
Prof. Ali Hadi Alobeidi 

 
Abstract 

This research's subject is the authority of the real estate developer in 

deducting a certain percentage of the sum paid to him by the buyer without the 

need to resort to a court or arbitration as compensation for him when the buyer 

breaches his contractual obligations. This authority is one of the exceptional 

powers granted to the developer by the law regulating the initial real estate 

registry in the Emirate of Dubai, to encourage real estate investment in the 

emirate of Dubai. This research aims to achieve two prime objectives. The first 

objective is to decide the amount of compensation that the real estate developer 

deserves. The research's second objective is to assess the text of Article (11) in 

terms of its accuracy, fairness in dealing with the developer's right to obtain 

compensation, and its success in achieving a balance between the conflicting 

interests of both parties to the contract. We divided this research into three 

sections, in which we addressed, respectively: the type of compensation that the 

real estate developer deserves, the upper limit of the amount of this 

compensation, the basis of deciding the compensation amount, and we ended up 

with a conclusion in which we mentioned a set of findings and 

recommendations. The most important outcome was that Article (11) adopted 

three criteria to determine the upper limit of compensation that a real estate 

developer is authorized to obtain when the buyer breaches his contractual 

obligation and these criteria are unfair. Thus, we recommended to abolish these 

criteria and to adopt instead of them the standards that we proposed. 
Keywords: Compensation, Real Estate Developer, Sale of the Property, Dubai. 
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Inspection in Cybercrime: Its Nature and Formal Conditions 
 

Dr. Mohmmad. J. Thneibat 
Maen. A. Anaswa 

 

Abstract 

This study aims to clarify the concept of inspection in cybercrimes and its 

legal nature. It addresses the legal texts related to inspection; the characteristics 

associated with this type of crime, and the possible extent of inspection in 

electronic devices. This study is distinguished from other similes by tackling the 

conditions of inspection in cybercrimes and the guarantees in legislations, 

Furthermore, this research discusses formal conditions that must be taken into 

account when carrying out inspection. Eventually, the study provides 

conclusions along with significant recommendations to responsible authorities. 

Keywords: Cybercrime, Cyber Evidence, Electronic Search, Cybercrime Scene, 

Cybercrime Commission 
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Transformations in the Nature of the Relationship between the Moroccan 

Regime and the Islamic Political Parties (2000-2020) 

 

Dr. Fahed Ayed Al-Gobaen 

 

Abstract 

The current study aimed at investigating the phases that the relationship 

between the Moroccan regime and the Islamic political parties witnessed during 

the study period. The importance of the study stems from highlighting the ability 

of the Islamic parties to enter the arena of political life and to prove themselves 

by coming to power  

This study is based on the basic hypothesis that “The political 

transformations that were associated with the Arab Spring have a positive effect 

on the nature of the relationship between the Moroccan regime and the Islamic 

parties”. The study adopted the analytical descriptive approach to control the 

study topic, and employed the comparative approach to identify its phases. The 

researcher also employed the systems approach  

The study reached numerous results, the most important of which is that 

Islamic political parties have led the Moroccan regime to use its own version of 

political Islam to counter the rise of Islamic movements  This study concluded 

with a number of recommendations which include the necessity to formulate a 

clear vision in dealing with Moroccan Islamic parties, as one of the political 

components of the governing system. 
Keywords: Moroccan Regime, Political Islam, Islamic Parties, Arab Spring, 

Morocco 
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Provisions of the Adjoining Ministerial Signature Rule in the Jordanian 

Constitution of 1952 and its Amendments (A Comparative Study) 
 

Prof. Ameen Salamah Al-Adaileh 
 

Abstract 

The Jordanian constitution of 1952 adopted the principle established in 

parliamentary systems that the king is inviolable and does not bear 

subordination and responsibility, and in accordance with the provisions of the 

constitution, the king exercises multiple competencies. 

 In this research, we presented the constitutional prerogatives of the king, 

which he exercises with clear discretionary power and with an adjacent 

ministerial signature. In this regard, the king wields broad authority to interpret 

constitutional texts. The king also exercises competencies jointly with the three 

authorities in the state, in normal or exceptional circumstances, by royal will and 

with an adjacent ministerial signature.  

However, according to the provisions of the constitution, the king exercises 

powers, some of which are exempt by their nature from the ministerial signature 

rule, and others have been stipulated under the 2016 constitutional amendments, 

as they were exempted from the adjacent ministerial signature rule without 

specifying the official bodies that bear responsibility for it. Hence, the effects of 

these amendments becomes apparent, which led to distorting the content of 

ministerial responsibility and mutual oversight between the three authorities in 

the state. 
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The Impact of Political Parties on the Candidacy and Representation of 

Women in the Jordanian Parliament 1989- 2016 

 

Dr. Osamah Essa Al-saleem 

 

Abstract 

The study aims to analyze the impact of the political parties on women's 

candidacy in the parliamentary elections and their representation in the 

parliament during the period from 1989 to 2016. 

The study used the systems analysis approach to study the relationship 

between its variables; the political parties were the independent variable, while 

the percentage of women running for elections, their representation in 

parliament, the adoption of seats reserved for women in the electoral law, and 

their increase were the dependent variables. 

The study came out with a set of results, the most important that there is a 

limited effect between increasing the percentage of women running for office in 

the parliamentary elections and the political parties. Also, there is little effect 

between increasing the representation of women in the parliament and political 

parties, with a very limited exception related to the Islamic Action Front Party in 

the 2016 elections. Furthermore, the study concluded that there is no effect 

between allocating seats for women in parliament and the political parties. 

Keywords: Political parties, Women's candidacy, Parliamentary elections, The 

Jordanian parliament 
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Dependency Allowance in Real Estate Sale Contracts under the 

Jordanian Law 
 

Dr. Asma'a Mohammad Alraggad 

 

Abstract 
This study deals with the issue of dependency allowance as an obligation of 

a buyer in a real estate sale contract. It was divided into two sections, the first 

dealing with the concept of dependency allowance, and the second dealing with 

the legal regulation of dependency allowance. This paper concludes that the 

dependency allowance  clause means a buyer’s obligation in a real estate sale 

contract under which a buyer pays the dependency allowance (financial or in 

kind assistance) throughout a dependent’s life against immovable property ( real 

estate). It is also concluded that the establishment of dependency arises from a 

real estate sale contract, that the legal framework regulating dependency is the 

special legal rules contained in the Jordanian Real Property Law and the general 

legal rules contained in the Jordanian Civil Law.  
Further, it is concluded that the due date of dependency allowance 

commences when a real estate is delivered and that the dependency allowance  

must be mentioned in the sale contract, and such allowance may be cash or in 

kind. Additionally, this paper concludes that it may be agreed on amount, 

description and type of the dependency allowance and that dependency 

allowance must be paid throughout a dependent’s life in accordance with 

customs in absence of such agreement. The beneficiary of the dependency 

allowance can be the dependent himself or any other dependent person. The 

dependency allowance is paid by a sustainer or his heirs. A sustainer may not 

dispose of, seize or mortgage a real estate throughout a dependents’ life. If a 

sustainer fails to pay the dependency allowance, a dependent will have the right 

to claim execution or avoidance of the contract, or restoring the status quo ante.  
Keywords: Real Estate Sale, Real Property, Dependency Allowance, 

Beneficiary. 
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And the second pattern: it is a type of subordinate loyalties; it is the set of 

citizens‟ loyalties, and they depend on the citizens‟ submission to the 

government only and the citizen is submissive or subordinate, and does not 

possess any impact on it, and in this pattern the political loyalty becomes 

independent from the tribe, sect and religion, so there is evident separation in 

these loyalties, and the loyalties depend at the amount of submitting services at a 

negative subordinate form. 

And this means that the state is stiff and does not dominate all constituents, 

and equality in applying law subdues to standards like, tribal loyalties and its 

geography Thus, citizenship needs stabilizing the institutional method among 

citizens. 

So it is necessary to achieve unity and integration through transforming the 

multitude community into a community that is culturally harmonized, performed 

on the political pluralism, characterized by diversity and adopting the principle 

of communicated intellectual dialogue, working on achieving the political, 

economic and cultural equality, offering equal opportunities for education and 

occupations for all groups; working on achieving participation for all individuals 

and groups, so the political pluralism means legitimacy of multitude of powers 

and political views, and their right in co-existence, and in expressing 

themselves, and in participation in affecting the political decision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subsidiary Political Loyalties and Their Reflection on the             Dr. Basheer Turki Kreshan 

Concept of Citizenship in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan       Dr. Hasan Abdullah Al-Dajah 

=: 

negative results on the relationship that connects individuals with the state. The 

Jordan Legislative organization included advanced rights, whether in the 

constitution or the Jordan Legislations, and those legislations worded on true 

legal and political guarantees; from judicial authority to administrative and 

constitutional courts protect rights and freedoms, and the legislative organization 

is about to be the best on the level of many states. And the true problematic 

conceals in the practical practices, such as: 

Non-equality in citizenship is also obvious with all its levels, either the 

matter related to discrimination at a religious basis, doctrinal, regional, typical, 

or the sex basis, and existence of defector or decrease in the legislative 

organization, especially those legislations that clear individuals‟ rights and 

freedoms. Only a few constitutional, political, and legal laws are related to 

maintaining individuals‟ rights and their freedoms, especially those concerned 

with the political, social, and cultural rights, like Election and Factions Law, 

Unions, associations and laws related to social insurances and others. In 

addition, the negative practices represented in disrespecting laws, intermediary 

and favoritism, and classification of individuals and bequeathing in posts, lead 

to weakness of and refrainment from political participation, and negligence in 

applying the punishments worded upon by legislations, and weakness of control 

institutions and inefficiency leads to the lack of  confidence between the citizen 

and the state, because of his feeling that possibilities of the homeland are 

monopolized on a group rather than the other. Besides certain social diseases 

might appear, such as poverty, unemployment, misunderstanding of the 

tribalism and subordination, the societal and racial classifications and exploiting 

religion in spreading the culture of violence and hatred among members of the 

community, and encouraging the appearance of the confessional loyalties, and 

imposing opinions of religious groups by force on individuals. 

Accordingly, both researchers view that it is applied to the Jordan 

community according to the multitude model of communities; an intermixture of 

the conflict model and balance, and this naturally leads to inequality in 

citizenship, rights and duties, and reaches to future societal instability in Jordan. 

And on applying the approach of Almond and Farba in the classification of 

political loyalties, we find that the Jordan community comes within the third 

pattern: it is a type of tight loyalties leaning on the tribal loyalties or the tight 

kinship, the geographical area and religion, and they are tight local loyalties. 
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distribution of elective departments, and distinguishing between who has been 

accepted as candidate without existence of objection against him and who 

proved the right after the objection against him in equal right in a period of 

elective publicity, in addition to violations related with quota. 

3. Loyalty and belonging to homeland: Loyalty and belonging are a set of 

feelings that make the citizen work enthusiastically to promote his 

homeland and defend it and its acquirements. Loyalty and belonging are 

not mere words, theories or slogans, they should overstep that to the 

persevering work in the service of the homeland, whether the individual is 

a decision- maker or not. 

4. The national unity: It is the remoteness from difference and dispute, 

disunity and departure; and this constituent is considered one of the most 

significant constituents of citizenship that encourages a meaningful and 

constructive dialogue among citizens and keeps stability of the homeland, 

its security and accomplishments, for all actions of violence, provocation 

against a person, or a group because of the race, color, affinity, the 

national origin, or racial is a crime punished by the Jordan Law, so the 

article No: (150) from Punishments Law had worded n that “Each writing 

and each address or work on purpose of, or resulted in exciting 

sectarianisms, racialism, or encouraging conflict among sects and 

different elements of the nation is punished by imprisoning for six months 

till three years and a time does not increase more than fifty dinars (JDs). 

And relying on what preceded, the subsidiary legislative policies had 

guaranteed effective participation of the Jordanian citizen in the political life 

like voting and to be candidates, and equality between both genders, without 

discrimination in occupying public positions, at a relative form, sovereignty of 

law on all, and work on enhancing values of citizenship, rational government, 

loyalty and belonging to the homeland, and achieving the national unity without 

discrimination because of race, ethnic sect, racial or religion but the applied side 

is in need of true reconsideration goes together with the hoped reality, with what 

guarantees the rights of complete citizenship. 

Conclusion: 

The subsidiary political loyalties in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan still 

play a basic role in the social and political life, but they confront challenges and 

obstacles that make barriers in practicing the citizenship as hoped, and lead to 
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both of which guarantee the right of eligible for Candidate Membership 

(Al-Husban, 8677, P. 29). 

The Jordan constitution had stabilized the basic constituents upon which the 

right of citizenship leans without frankly wording, in 1952. But the constituent 

that leans to the political participation, we find the Jordan Constitution of 1952 

had regarded the Jordanians rather than foreigners with a lot of political rights, 

such as freedom of opinion, right of meeting, forming political factions, right of 

submitting applications, right of occupying public posts, right of electing and 

many others (The Jordan Constitution, 1952). And by leaning to constitutional 

wordings, numerous laws were issued to organize the political affair, such as: 

Political Factions Law No. 16, 2012, (Formal Newspaper, 2012), Amended 

Law of Public Meetings, 2011 (Formal Newspaper, 2011), and Elections Law 

No. 25, 2012, (Formal Newspaper, 2012), Municipalities law No. 13, 2011 

(Formal Newspaper, 2011). 

2. Equality: The effective citizenship cannot be replaced except by 

guaranteeing justice, equality and fairness among citizens in front of law, 

and public occupations and posts in the state, and in terms of distributing 

public wealth, rights and duties, participating in responsibilities, achieving 

justice, equality, equivalence of opportunities, acquiring development at 

all governorates, solving the problem of poverty and unemployment, 

stabilizing the rational governorship of the state and developing the social 

and economic policies by participating in setting the popular rules. 

The principles of rights and freedoms lean basically on the principle of 

equality under the law and judicature, which guarantees justice in applying laws 

despite any social, religious or political differences, besides equality between 

man and woman (Raslan, 1993, P. 179). The Jordan Constitution emphasizes 

equality as prescribed in the article No. (6) indicating that Jordanians are equal 

in front of the law, no discrimination among them in rights and duties even if 

they differ in race, language, or religion. However, the Jordan Nationality Law 

of 1954 did not include equality between the two genders concerning the right of 

sons in receiving the nationality of both parents, and was confirmed for sons of 

the man rather than the Jordanian woman married to a foreigner which deprives 

them of some rights for a limited period at the beginning of obtaining 

nationality. Also, the Jordan Election Law No: 25 of 2012 did not guarantee 

equality among citizens in numerous subjects, like weight of the elective vote, 
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Banks in 1950. Therefore, these councils started to include the classical leaders 

and Clans‟ Chiefs in the majority of them Al-Khazaelah, 2003, P. 48). Also, the 

political system worked on including tribes and clans in numerous basic tracks 

through enlarging the range of the political positions, in that sons of the 

cultivating and Bedouin clans and their parliamentary representation, and also 

bringing them around by donations (Amawi, 1988, P. 132).  

Speaking of the association of the clan and family in this dimension refers to 

the role that they play, and still tribes, clans and families play an important role 

in directing the daily life in Jordan and their overlapping with issues of loyalty 

and significance of kinship relations and affinity in the individual‟s political, 

economic and professional opportunities (Al-A‟zm, 2003, P. 385). And to these 

roots, the saying that leans on the clan nature of the social and political relations, 

so in spite of that changes in the social structure (Al-Masalhah, 2009, P. 13), like 

cancelling the „Clans Law‟ in 1976, had led to weakening the role of clans, but it 

still has a great role in the institutions of the state, for the government seeks 

refuge in them when it suffers from a crisis. 

Tribes were the main powers in achieving stability and support of the ruling 

family, and has impact inside and outside the army (Jureidini & Mc Laurin, 

1984, P. 37). The governmental concentration had emerged on setting values 

and principles of effective citizenship considering it one of the constituents of 

the modern civil state, evident in its reformation vision, beside its concern with 

stabilizing principles of democracy, believing that citizens have the right to 

experience it, yet they are inclined certain duties which they should succumb to, 

regardless of sex, creed, or thought, the matter that in the end leads to raise the 

level of trust between the citizens and the state, in addition to that it guarantees 

equality and justice among citizens in front of law. 

Secondly: subsidiary policies and the most significant constituents and 

conditions of “effective citizenship” in the formal address:    

Perhaps from the most significant constituents and conditions of “effective 

citizenship” being asserted at each talk about the hoped political reformation in 

Jordan are:    

1. Effective participation in public life: It is represented in the participation in 

public events such as the right to vote in general elections, and the right to 

peacefully protest against the government policy; either through the 

participation in the national associations represented in the parliamentary 

councils, or the local associations represented in the municipal elections, 
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constituents of the community and the nature of connection with state all along 

its history. What also adds to the harmony witnessed in the social Jordanian 

structure is the conformity to the widespread architecture in most communities 

and developed states of the country, which helps in creating subsidiary cultures 

for those classes, all belonging to the general culture. The Jordanian population 

includes Bedouins, rural Jordanians, Jordanians from Palestinian origins, 

Circassians, Chechens, Druze, Armenians, and others; as they are fundamental 

pillars of the social, political, economic structure of the Jordanian community. 

The Jordanian community can be classified according to religion and ethnic 

origins, as follows: (Hameed, 2008, P. 2-3) 

1. From a religious perspective: Muslims form almost %95 of the total of the 

population, while the rest represents other minorities like Christians, 

Druze and Baathists. Inhabitants of Jordan belong to the one Arab Islamic 

Culture in spite of the limited diverse religion, but that did not prevent 

members of religious minorities from merging culturally and socially in 

the Jordanian community, and become a non-partial part of the Jordanian 

social structure. In Jordan, there are different minorities immigrating from 

other regions because of wars and persecution, such as Circassians 

(around 190000 members), and Chechens (around 15000 members), 

Kurds (around 30000 members), Turkman (around 25000 people), Druze 

(around 15000 members), Armans (around 4000 members), Baathists 

(around 1000 members) (Al-I‟geili, 2016). The study's researchers adapt 

these statistics because of absence of formal statistics. 

2. From an ethnic perspective: Most of the Jordanian population are Arabs 

by their origin, progeny, language, culture, history, and heritage. The 

combination of the social structure of the Jordanian community indicates 

that it combines a number of minorities belonging to other origins: like 

Circassians, Chechens, Kurds, Turkmans, and Armans. However, these 

minorities interact and merge socially and culturally within the larger 

community. 

Also, there is an important factor led to rising of the clan‟s role in the 

political process in Jordan after announcing the Kingdom, which is the absence 

of agreement between authority and factions, the matter that led to announcing 

martial laws, factions' solutions and arresting communists and Baathists in 1957. 

And these procedures had led to influence the combination of the Parliament 

councils, from the Sixth Council elected on 22/10/1961 to the ninth council 

elected on 24/4/1967, when the factionists did not participate in them, with the 

leftist National belonging, who participated effectively since the unity of Both 
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 Participating in struggles management by the way of non-violence.  

But in Europe, Al-Kawwari (2001) views that three dramatic 

transformations have occurred helped in settling principles of citizenship in the 

contemporary national state; here are some of them (p. 66): 

1. Rising of the national state: The King‟s struggle with the Church ended 

with sub-ordinance of each of the citizens to their King and his beliefs, 

within the frame of the community in which his state is performed with its 

nationality, history and distinguished culture. 

2. The political participation which results from the recognition of the 

mutual requirements and rights that both the state and its people share. 

3. Verdict of law: it is dominant in the national state. Laws are issued to 

organize social relations and fulfill political and economic stability.  The 

formation of these laws fulfilling the needs of those communities 

continued and then transferred after that, - either gradually- as in Britain – 

or revolutionary as in France and America to the state's people who have 

become the source of authorities and legislation; which resembles 

citizenship on its peak. 

Also, there are levels of embracing citizenship within the individual, here are 

some of them: (AbulFatouh, 1960, P. 127). 

1. The individual‟s connection to the rest of the group members in terms of 

blood, neighborhood, homeland, as well as social customs, traditions, 

systems, values, creeds, professions and laws. 

2. The individual‟s belief in the continuation of this group all along ages. 

3. The individual‟s feeling of connection to the homeland and belonging to 

the group. 

4. Emergence of this feeling in one thinking, trend and one movement. 

The third axis: subsidiary policies (social structure) of the Jordan 

community and its reflection on the citizenship: 

Firstly: Social structure of the Jordan community: 

The social structure of the Jordanian community is distinguished by the 

plurality of groups, classes, backgrounds, as well as social, cultural, and 

religious origins. Ethnic diversity in the Jordanian community refers to the pre-

establishment stage of the state and the community in (1921), and this historical 

existential depth has its social and political guidance related with keeping the 

identity, solidarity, self-fortification, nature of connection with the social 
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The World Arab Encyclopedia defines citizenship as a term that indicates 

belonging to a nation, or a homeland (World Arab Encyclopedia, 1999, P. 311). 

In the Dictionary of Sociology, citizenship is defined as a rank or social 

relationship performed between a natural individual and a political community 

(a Sate) and through this relationship the first party submits loyalty and the 

second party takes hold of protection, and this relationship is specified by law 

Ghaith, 1995, P. 56). 

Citizenship is also defined as a relationship between an individual and a 

state as specified by the law of that state and with what that relationship includes 

of duties, rights and citizenship guides by implication to a rank of freedom and 

the responsibilities that accompany it, and it generally, bestows upon citizenship 

political rights (Al-Husban, 2011, P. 27). And it is defined as the social and legal 

connection among individuals who, in accordance with it, are socially and 

legally committed to combine between individuality and democracy, respect 

law, follow rules, pay taxes, keep the state's money, perform the military 

service, participate in the renaissance of the local community, and improve the 

type of the civil and political life of the state (John, 1999, P. 2-3). 

It also refers to representing the position of the individual in the community 

being considered as a citizen who is committed to a group of rights, duties, and 

identities that help embracing citizens within the national state to which they 

belong (Diversity Banks, 2008, P. 129). 

Moreover, citizenship can be procedurally defined as the individual's feeling 

of belonging to a social group having culture, history and a mutual 

determination, and this feeling is socially, legally, and politically organized, and 

as a result the individual participates effectively in the social life. 

And in the twenty first century, the concept of citizenship witnessed a 

development towards universality, and the specifications of the international 

citizenship were specified as follows (Holmes, 1980, P. 110-115): 

 Recognition of different cultures existence, 

 Respect of others‟ right and freedom, 

 Confession of the existence of different religions, 

 Understanding and activation of different political ideologies, 

 Understanding of the World economy, 

 Concern with international affairs, 

 Participating in encouraging international peace. 
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3. Economic demands: they are usually represented in demanding just 

distribution in wealth by observing the principle of equivalent 

opportunities among groups. 

The Second Axis: Citizen 

Firstly: a problematic concept: 

The context of the historical development of this concept is reflected in its 

different definitions, so it transferred from the historical, cultural and civilized 

belonging indications to that sense of belonging to a certain country where new 

dimensions comprising rights and duties are never practiced except in a just 

community and calling for democratic practices of equality and equivalence of 

opportunities and beans burdens of sacrifice for the sake of stabilizing these 

principles, protecting and opening horizons of practicing them with a vision 

aspiring the future effectively (Khadri, 2010, P. 4). 

Also the concept of citizenship is associated with the movement of humans 

struggling for the sake of justice, equality and fairness, which had been before 

the term of citizenship was identified alongside other related terms in the 

political, intellectual, and educational literatures. The struggle ascended and 

took the form of social movements since performance of agricultural 

governments in the Rafidein Valley passing with the civilization of Sommer, 

Ashour, Babel, and civilizations of Egypt, China, India and Persia. For those 

civilizations and the political ideologies that emerge from them in laying bases 

of freedom and quality transgressed the rulers‟ will, opening by that vast 

horizons of human seeking to assert his nature and prove himself and the his 

right in effective participation in decisions making and specifying choices (Al-

Dajani, 1999, P. 5) by confirming equality with some people or abundance of 

citizens, according to the limit of (Robert Dal‟s) description of the present 

democratic practice (Al-Kawwari, 2001, P. 77). 

Citizenship is considered a larger extent from the utterance of the word. so 

citizenship is derived from the homeland and as long as homeland and the origin 

are the issue, the word „citizenship‟ is included by a larger frame and it is the 

national state (Al-Ghamri, 2007). In other words, it is the attribute of the citizen 

that limits his rights, and national duties. 

Citizenship is also characterized by a particular type of loyalty to the 

homeland that requires serving it at times of peace and war and cooperating with 

other citizens associatively or individually, whether in formal or volunteering 

work in achieving objectives to which all yearn (Badawi, 2011, P.60). 
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Way of 

Comparison 
Model of Conflict Model of Balance 

Condition of 

the State 

It is raised above the community 

and imposes some procedures to 

organize the relations among the 

consisting groups in order not to 

become pure aggressive relations. 

Ties and relations among groups 

in origin and the state as a political 

entity are nothing, except an 

expression of these pure 

integrative relations. 

Basis of 

integration 

Not optional, but imposed due to 

absence of mutual values and 

feelings of societal belonging 

either among the elites or the 

citizens. 

Commitment to mutual values and 

feeling with the societal belonging 

among elites and respecting the 

verdict of law, and commitment 

with the gradual work.  

Thirdly: demands of ethnic groups: what distinguishes the ethnic groups is 

keeping their ethnic nature, and these demands and initiatives reach to the 

assertion of respecting their privacy, that is beginning from respecting its 

cultural rights reaching the limit of demanding self-independence in the frame of 

the state in which they dwell. it must be indicated that the most important ethnic 

demands can be illustrated as follows (A‟shour, 2002, P. 3): 

1. Cultural demands: such as language, religion, customs, and traditions are 

the most present of subjects in the ethnic demands. 

2. The political demands: most of them are represented in the following: 

a) Separation: demands of the ethnic groups related to the political 

regime to perform a separate political new and independent entity, like 

in the case of East Taymour, or separation to join another entity like 

Oghadeen Region having separated from Ethiopia and joined Somalia, 

and Kashmir that demands separation from India and join Pakistan. 

b) Administrative independence: in some cases, ethnics do not demand 

separation, but the recognition of the group's privacy leads to obtaining 

administrative independence, or self-government within federalism, or 

specializations for the same of obtaining financial grants, or 

recognizing and valuing the group and its distinction in the 

community, as in the case of Nigeria. 

c) Public posts: usually ethnic groups compete for the sake of dominating 

the civil service and the formal occupations in the state.  
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Also Sa‟del Deen Ibrahim defines it as a human group of which individuals 

share customs, traditions, language, religion and any other distinguished traits 

including that of origin and physical features (Sa‟del Deen, 1992, P. 23 24). 

Thereupon, the ethnic group is an ethnic population that consists of the 

individuals, who are characterized and classified in classes by people in general 

and usually by the group members themselves as it is on ethnicity with specific 

nature, unique date and behavior. 

Secondly: both models of the pluralized community: 

It can be distinguished between two models of pluralized communities, they 

are: model of conflict and model of balance, and it should be indicated that each 

of both models is an expression of ideal pattern about the ideal patterns 

submitted by Max Fiber, that means they are pure patterns and not an 

experimented description to relations among groups (Awad, 1993, P. 20). 

A comparison between the conflict model and the balance model in the 

pluralism communities (Awad, Ibid, P. 27). 

Way of 

Comparison 
Model of Conflict Model of Balance 

Basis of the 

community 

Crispy structure of instable 

groups combining a mixture of 

groups that live inside one 

political unit each of which 

adheres with its culture, language, 

religion, and ideas. 

Strong structure of stable and 

independent groups and mediator 

between the individual and the 

state. 

The main trait 

Cultural pluralism, linguistic 

variations, ethnic, sect, or has 

drawn limits distinguished with 

steadfastness.  

Cultural harmony on the level of 

values, supreme political beliefs, 

and movable variations connected 

with public opinion and the 

elective process. 

Pattern of 

Social 

Relations 

An animate gradual system of 

relations among groups is 

performed on pure competition 

without restrictions, does not 

believe in sharing or equality, that 

is non-democratic system.   

Relations of cooperation harmony 

and stable balance among groups 

as a result of participation in 

authority and in forming decisions 

that is a democratic organization 

of the social relations.   

Nature of 

authority 

Concentrated in hands of a group, 

or a limited class. 

Spread and distributed among 

groups and the political and social 

powers. 
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possess the ethnic, religious or linguistic characteristics that differ from 

the rest of population, and to keep to the awareness solidarity directed 

towards keeping on culture, religion, and language (United Nations 

Department, 1995, P. 19). Also, the term ethnicity has become a result of 

the number standard, connected with the concept of the ethnic group, 

because ethnicity loses its guide and meaning if it is not connected with 

the ethnic group to which it belongs. 

3. Ethnicity: The concept of ethnicity is considered as the most abundant 

concept of dialectic and discussion, especially after the escalation of the 

ethnic national and identity extension since the beginning of the nineties, so 

it is employed to describe a minority, or a certain subsidiary group or tribe. 

John Stock claims that ethnicity is a group of individuals who share in 

numerous mutual characteristics like ethnicity kinship, religion, language, 

customs, and region (Heberon& Stack, 1999, P. 15). 

Pankos views that ethnicity is derived from the word Ethnos that means the 

Word Nation and there is no difference between the ethnic group and the nation 

and it means a group of individuals who have mutual traits, and this may 

connect equally with migrants, minorities and the separated groups that share the 

same characteristics of their geographic concentration, marriage from members 

of their group, and so the particular ethnicity of these groups is immortalized by 

transferring from a generation to another (Panayi, 2000, P. 101). 

Fredric Barth participates in crystallizing a dynamic concept of ethnicity, so 

ethnicity to his viewpoint does not express solid and stable groups, but they are 

instable human assemblies, their members change (on the long run), that is 

because their membership and limits relate to changes that emerge on the social 

conditions, and transfer within the scope of interaction between decision makers 

and the individuals (Barth, 1969, P. 9-11). 

Meanwhile, American sociologists define the ethnic group as a group that 

shares mutual cultural and civilized constituents; its individuals prevailed with 

one mutual identity and live as a (subgroup) inside a larger community. 

(Wahban, Ibid, P. 84). The British Encyclopedia defines it as a social group, or 

class of individuals in the frame of a bigger community assemble them mutual 

ties of ethnicity, language, nationality, or culture (The New Encyclopedia 

Britannica Chicago, 1992). 

Some people define it as a human group that shares certain cultural 

characteristics like language or religion, and it differs from other groups that are 

performed on natural organic unchangeable characteristics, and those 

characteristics connect essentially with abilities or mental and actual efficiencies 

and else of non-organic abilities that can be socially specified on a cultural basis 

(Bahr, 1982, P. 7). 
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4. Solidarity, cohesion, and coalition are essential conditions for the ethnic 

group, because the united ethnicity is the social basic of the nation and 

the source of its political and economic stability. 

So the ethnic group depends on values, historical memories and fables, 

which are not enough, for it should have a particular region and a name to be 

called with so it becomes recognized. From what preceded, it can be said that 

there are certain conditions and characteristics that determine the existence an 

ethnic group such as the region where they live and the mutual origin. In this 

respect, Antony Smith laid down six standards that should be available for the 

ethnic group, which are (Gordon, 2000, P. 8): 

1. The ethnic group should include a name to promote and develop a mutual 

identity. 

2. The population of the ethnic group should share the same fables and 

historical memories. 

3. The population of the group should have a mutual origin. 

4. The ethnic group should feel its connection to particular region. 

5. The ethnic group shares the same culture characterized by the same 

language, religion, customs, traditions, laws, and associations. 

6. It should be aware of its ethnicity. 

3. Minority Group: There are numerous terms to guide to minorities and 

abundantly used in English language and usually not used in Arabic 

language, such: Linguistic Minority, Ethnic Linguistic Minority, Ethnic 

Minority, Ethnic Cultural Minority and National Minority (Wirth, 1976, 

P. 8). Concerning the definition of minority, L. Wirth defines minority as 

"a group of people treated an unjust treatment and exposed to persecution 

and secluded from participation in community administration, that is 

because of the physiologist and cultural characteristics that distinguish 

them from the rest of the group” (Costellena, 1999, P.4). This definition 

was confined to clarifying and illustrating that minority groups are 

persecuted and deprived from the political participation; however, this 

phenomenon is not common and is not applied on some minorities. We 

may find that minorities are dominating the economic and political 

domains, such as the white minority in the period of racial discrimination 

in South Africa, or the Chinese in Malaysia, Indians in Kenya. In other 

words, minority in this case is not a matter of number, rather it is related 

to what role it plays and of what rank it has in the social, economic, and 

political pyramid inside the state. The reporter of the United Nations 

states that minority “is a group of which number is less than the rest of 

dwellers of the State and they are in a non-dominated and its members 
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and it is the basic element and the important factor and specifying to all 

ethnic definitions in the social and political sciences. 

Also, researchers disagreed upon the evidence of ethnic group, there is no 

standard or agreed attribute. Some argue that the ethnic group is a Racial Group, 

others use the concept of ethnic group as synonymous to the nation, (Wahban, 

2005, P. 74). Ethnicity can be perceived as a positive phenomenon conserving 

heritage, customs, traditions, and values, and as a negative one for it may 

threaten the national solidarity “so the ethnicity is a custom not viewed as 

negative, retarded and dangerous" (Al-Kayyali, 1995, P. 83). And the ethnic 

group may depend on one standard, but this does not mean that other standards 

are not importance. The ethnic group is a group of individuals live in a greater 

community having mutual ancestors (one streak) or history and as well as 

memories and culture, the members of which are connected by kinship, 

neighborhood, unity of physical traits, language, dialect, or the tribal connection 

(tribal union, or the religious belonging), or any combination of these elements 

altogether (Arris& Levy, 1975, P. 898). And this is what we find in New 

Colombia Encyclopedia, which “concentrated on culture as the most important 

standard that distinguishes an ethnic group from another and it is a kind of 

people whose culture usually differs from most of the community (Ryan & 

Whit, 1997, P. 3-4). And the element of the mutual origin and the ethnic 

difference are both the most important elements that distinguish the ethnic group 

from each other, and this is what (Stephan Rayan, Isikal, 2002, P. 3) 

concentrated on: 

1. The group is viewed in the community as different from others in terms of 

characteristics of language, religion, and the mother homeland. 

2. And difference among members from each other. 

The British sociologist Anthony Smith (2004) defines ethnic group as a 

group of population that has a myth of mutual origin and shares historical 

memories, and cultural elements connected with a special region, and enjoys 

solidarity (P. 39). The importance of this definition lies in its representation of 

the basic elements that identify ethnicity: 

1. A group of population which means concentrating on the number of 

members that is a certain considerable rate from the population. 

2. The mutual origin is an essential element and cannot be dispensable and it 

is the basic prop of the ethnic group. 

3. Connected to a private region as the homeland dwelled by the ethnic 

group. 
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Nehme, MG (1994) study aimed to survey the opinions of minorities 

members in the countries of the Fertile Crescent. The study showed that they 

suffer feelings of anxiety and fear as they try to engrave a sense of belonging to 

the Arab nationalism because of the dominant presence of the Sunni majority 

and that it is not possible to deny the historical aversion between members of 

minorities and Sunnis in the Fertile Crescent, as the study claims. 
Massad's study (1988), entitled: "Minorities and Political Stability in the 

Arab World", sought to know the reality of minorities and their impact on 

political stability by showing modernization factors, the principle of the right to 

self-determination, and the absence of charismatic leaders, which make cultural 

pluralism one of the distinctive features of countries. The study assumed that 

pluralism can be considered an entry point to explain the phenomenon of 

political stability. The researcher used the historical method by reviewing the 

various historical incidents related to the subject of the study, and the study 

concluded that minorities in the Arab world reflect the pluralism. Identities and 

affiliations, whether they go beyond the borders of the region or fall short of 

them, have also shown that political stability is an entry point for the 

classification of minorities in the Arab world, and that underdevelopment is the 

first enemy in separating and ignoring people. The study recommended more 

studies on the dilemmas faced by minorities in the Arab world. 
The study is distinguished by being the first scientific addition of its kind 

that deals with the study of minorities in Jordan and the subject of political sub-

loyalties and their reflection on the concept of citizenship in the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan according to the knowledge of researchers up to date. And

we will handle the study as follows: 
Firstly: pluralism and the concepts of relationship: 

1. Concept of ethnicity: it is newly used in the social sciences, in spite of 

using it in the science of human study. It did not appear in lexicons and 

dictionaries except until the end of the sixties and the beginning of the 

seventies, and the guide word did not appear in the famous Oxford 

Dictionary except in 1972 (Glazer & Moynihan, 1975, P. 2). But the word 

„ethnic‟ is ancient, and derived from the Greek word “ethnos” that in turn 

is derived from „ethnikos‟ which means “otheist” and according to Eriksen 

the term was used in this meaning in English from the middle of the 14
th
 

century until the middle of the 19
th
 century then it started to be used 

gradually to indicate the characteristics of ethnic streak (Rex & Guibernau, 

1999, P. 33). and the term “ethnicity” is derived from the Greek word 

“ethnos” and it means “people‟, and the “ethnicity” guides to “the symbol, 

slogan, and the individual‟s identity; it is the cultural inheritance inherited 

by the individual from the ethnic group to which he belongs” (Burge 

,1978, P226). This definition concentrates on belonging to is the origin, 
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Previous literature:  
The two researchers did not find studies on minorities in Jordan but 

benefited from the few studies on this topic in the locally in internationally, 

which makes this study a scientific addition in this field. 
The study of Al-Dajah, H. A., & Alshalabi (2020), entitled "The Political 

Culture of Ethnic Minorities in Azraq Region", aimed to know the political 

culture of ethnic minorities in Azraq region, which is inhabited by a mixed 

population of The Druze and Chechnya. The researcher used the descriptive and 

analytical method by adopting a random sample from both groups to study the 

political culture of the Druze and Chechen minorities in the Azraq region. The 

number of Druze citizens included in the study sample was as follows: (284) 

from Chechnya and (110) were Bagh. A questionnaire tool was prepared for the 

study purpose. The study showed that the Chechen minority has more political 

knowledge than the Druze minority, while the Druze have political participation 

and political confidence higher than Chechnya. 
The study of Bentahar, Z. (2017) aimed to find out what challenges 

minorities face in the Arab world and to investigate the assumption that the Arab 

world was empty of any culture of minorities, since everyone spoke Arabic and 

were Muslims. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries after the 

collapse of the Ottoman Empire, minorities played a role in serving politics, and 

the book outlines how the perception of non-Muslims as a minority emerged and 

how minorities intended to cancel this designation and move towards nationalist 

rhetoric. 
Gurr, T. R study (1995) entitled: "Minorities at Risk- A Global View of 

Ethno political Conflicts" aimed to study (230) minorities to identify the 

multiple aspects of ethnic conflict in the contemporary world. The study 

assumed that a few minorities in the world face many risks that needed to be 

identified, and thereby develop solutions to address these risks. The study used 

the descriptive analysis method and a statistical analysis to extract political 

connotations. The study results showed that the discrimination adopted by the 

dominant groups is the main source of harm and grievances against minorities, 

most of what results from the cultural differences that separate minorities from 

the majority, and that economic inequality is more resistant to expressing 

political inequality. Also, the study showed that few of these conflicts are 

difficult and complicated to solve, and open governments are more closely 

related and adapted to the interests of minorities than the authoritarian 

government. The study recommended the necessity to shed light on the dangers 

facing minorities while using other approaches, such as the comparative 

analytical method, to find out the reality of these risks. 
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religious and ethnic loyalties, and practicing citizenship among all individuals of 

the Jordanian community. 

The study significance: 

The study is scientifically significant as seen in the information collected 

and the recognition of the religious and ethnic multitude in Jordan. Another 

significance lies in suggesting recommendations to authorities in charge to 

implement plans that guarantee adapting the policy of maintaining the national 

unity in a multicultural country. 

Study Methodology:  

The study uses the descriptive analytical method to describe, paraphrase and 

analyze elements of the phenomenon. The descriptive method is one of the most 

important methods employed in scientific studies, in that it works with the 

phenomenon of the study, illustrates the study's surrounding circumstance to 

deduce the study results, and lays down the solutions represented in findings and 

recommendations. 

The Study Theoretical Approach: 

This study depends on Almond and Verba approach in classifying the 

political loyalties that were divided into three patterns according to their two 

studies (Almond, Verba, 1963, P. 17-26). 

First pattern includes the participating loyalties. It depends on a political 

culture participating in the political process, and hence all members of the 

society can affect the political system and participate in its decision-making 

process, which makes such a culture prevail in the democratic communities. 

Second pattern includes the subordinate loyalties (i.e. the citizens‟ loyalties). 

It refers to the culture that stresses the submissions of citizens to the government 

only and that the citizen is submissive or subordinate to higher authorities. And 

this culture prevails in relatively advanced communities with controlling 

political regimes, or communist regimes. According to this pattern, citizens do 

not participant in the political process or making the general policy; they rather 

submit to the authority and its styles and follow its decisions by submission and 

obedience. Also, the political loyalty denies tribal and religious loyalties which 

represent a negative practice of subordination. 

Third pattern includes the narrow loyalties. It refers to culture leaning 

loyalties, classical tribal belongings, the geographical zone, and religion. Within 

the tribal system, citizens are governed by the chief of the tribe and don't admit 

the existence of a central government, neither succumb to its decisions. 
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government and achieves participation in the benefits (Manjoud, 1993, P. 4), 

and in return the political pluralism can be in itself a production and reflection of 

the social multitude, (Mawlood, 2009, P. 5-7). 

Based on what preceded, the different definitions of pluralism can be 

classified into two basic groups. The first group includes the superficial 

definitions that attempt to draw limits of the concept and identify its milestones 

in general, in addition to connecting between pluralism, diverse, and difference. 

They also associate pluralism to the domain of law and the state, differentiation

between the purposeful role of liberation in requiring confronting groups to 

respect each other's beliefs, and the negative role in justifying exploitive 

practices and discrimination against a certain group rather than other groups. 

The second group includes the subjective definitions that are diverse according 

to the subject of pluralism, and connect between the concept of pluralism and 

the process of interaction between political and social fronts or more. 

John Rex views that the multitudinous community can be recognized it in 

accordance with differentiation between the private domain and the public one, 

and in this respect four possibilities appear, (Rex, 1969, P. 16-17): 

1. Perhaps it is a united community in the public domain and encourages the 

difference in the private domain and the societal matters. 

2. Perhaps it is a community that approves of the right of difference and 

diversity in the public domain and encourages diversity in the cultural 

practices by the different groups.  

3. Perhaps the community is united in the public domain and forced or 

encouraged to unite in the private or the societal practices. 

4. Perhaps it is a community with different and diverse rights in the public 

domain even if there was a noticed unity in the cultural practices among 

groups. 

Problem of study and main inquiry: 

Problem of study conceals in searching in the subsidiary political loyalties 

and their reflection on the concept of citizenship in the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan, and from them starts the main inquiry and it is:  

What is the role of the subsidiary political loyalties in their reflections on the 

concept of citizenship in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan? 

Aims of study   

The main attempt of the study is to know the role of political sub-loyalties in 

their reflection on the concept of citizenship in the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan, through showing the basic concepts of the study; the social structure, 
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Introduction: 

Linguistically, the term of subsidiary policies indicates that it bears in its 

folds some descriptive features of pluralism within a community, represented in 

the classifications according to the social mosaic (i.e. the relative relations 

embodied in the clan, and family), or to ethnicity (i.e. religion, belief, 

discordance, sex and origin…etc.), for the subsidiary policies with their forms 

and patterns are abundant. Ethnic diversity indicates great significance on both 

levels; the practical and the academic. A lot of ethnic conflicts have emerged in 

in different communities all along the states of the world, in addition to the great 

challenges they confront as they call for recognition of their existence. The term 

also refers to the difference in cultural identities, economic programs, religious 

beliefs, ethnic assemblies, and political regimes, all of which brings a sense of 

diversity in customs, traditions, and conventions, including the cultural 

distinction. This recognition is obliged to synchronize with treatment of these 

materialistic and true Symbolism, from which ethnics long for solutions that 

perceive multitude as non-individuality, or oneness. (A‟shour, 2002, P. 20), and 

some people define the multitudinous community as being contradictory to the 

national melted community, it is a community consisted of numerous sects in 

one political frame (Mawlood, 207=, P. 370). 

In English, "pluralism" means that there is multitude and non-individuality 

on different levels (Oninons, 1956, P. 1528). "pluralism" supposes “recognition 

of human rights in the community, his dignity and his message as supposes 

confirmation of his duty and responsibilities.” Thus, pluralism is considered to 

be a condition for practicing democracy, but represents an extent of neutrality by 

the supreme authority (i.e., the state) which is obliged to respect powers and 

associations under its authority to deepen the public good for the country 

(Sultan, 2006). 

On a conventional level, pluralism might be inclined to social conventions as 

well.  For instance, there is a multitude of social spirit forms (sociability) within 

the scope of each group, and a multitude of groups within the community and a 

multitude of groups themselves (Badawi, 1986, P. 317). 

According to The Lexicon of Political, Economic and Social Terms (1960) 

defines pluralism in the sense that “it is organizes the life of the community in 

accordance with mutual general rules that respect variety and the difference in 

trends of population in the communities with large frames, especially the 

modern where the ideological, philosophical and religious trends” (Sami, 1960, 

P. 138-139). 

Also some people perceive the concept of pluralism as a liberal concept that 

views the community as consisting of variant political as well as non-political 

interests and separated with what makes barrier rather than concentrating 
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Abstract 

The study aimed at recognizing the subsidiary political loyalties and their 

reflection on the concept of citizenship in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, in 

addition to answering the study question; "what is the role of the subsidiary 

political loyalties in affecting the concept of citizenship in the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan?" The descriptive analytical methodology was implemented 

to investigate the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan as a model of diversity and 

pluralism, the culture of tolerance and respect. The study concludes that the 

tribal system in Jordan still plays an essential role in the political and social life. 

However, the subsidiary policies are still confronted with challenges and 

hindrances that prevent performing citizenship properly; the matter that calls for 

the necessity of achieving unity and integration through transforming the 

pluralized community into a culturally harmonized community that depends on 

political pluralism as a necessary requirement to confirm diversity and adopt the 

principle of the constant intellectual dialogue. 

Keywords: Subsidiary Loyalties, Tribal, Minorities, Citizenship, Jordan. 
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The study results show that social networking sites have an impact in 

directing voters to elect Saudi women in municipal elections, and this can be 

attributed to the importance of these sites in gaining access to small and big 

groups and even creatingnew groups. Groups are created for communicational 

purposes among individuals who abide by certain type of relationship. As a 

result, choosing the type of social media to use is not as important as using it as 

a means to share ideas. 

Social media websites have a critical role in influencing society’s decisions, 

as well as the its beliefs, through spreading and sharing thoughts which might 

evoke a sense of motivation in the individual towards a certain idea and as result 

affect the process of making a decision as in the case of election. 

Perhaps the media has a great influence in directing public opinion, but it 

remains in one direction, while social media can bear both directions. Therefore, 

it is possible to take advantage of the participants’ responses, and amend some 

alternative concepts that serve the advertiser. 
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The table shows that there are differences between the observed frequencies 

and the expected frequencies calculated from the observed values. To examine 

the significance of these differences, a chi-squared test was used, where the 

value of the calculated chi-square from the sample was 16.494 with a freedom 

degree of 8, statistically significant at the (p ≤ 0.05) level. Consequently, the 

distribution of voters will differ according to the type of work, depending on the 

type of social networks that influence their orientation to choose female 

candidates in municipal elections. This is shown by the following: 

1)  Facebookand Instagram orientation of the study sample does not differ 

according to the type of work variable, since all the frequencies 

observed are less than the expected frequencies, except for those who 

are self-employedare affected by Facebook and Instagram. 

2)  Away from self-employed individuals and private enterprises 

employees, Twitter directs government sector employees. 

3)  Snapchat directs government and private sector employees, butdoes not 

direct entrepreneurs. 

4)  WhatsAppdirects private sector employees and self-employed 

individuals, but does not direct government sector employees. 

Based on the above results, it can be said that Facebook and Instagram direct 

self-employed people and influence their orientations, since they need to use 

them in their business for they provide them with extensive commercial service. 

uses for that they prefer, and at the same time, government and private 

sectorsemployees use them on a personal ground. 

While we find Twitter directing only government sector employees and this 

is due to publishing privacy, in thatit does not allow random publishing, it does 

not serve entrepreneurs in marketing their products. As for Snapchat, users use it 

to view each others’ daily events and routines, therefore entrepreneurs do not 

benefit much from it. As for WhatsApp, private sector employees and self-

employed individuals use it frequently for commercial purposes. These are the 

social media networks that influence the selection of female candidates in the 

municipal elections andare used to support voting for the election of Saudi 

women in the municipal elections. 

I. Conclusions and recommendations 



Social Media Networks to Guide Voters in Electing Females in the Saudi Municipal Elections 

                     Dr. Hassan Abdallah Al-Dajah, Dr. Mustafa Juwafil 

48 

Saudi community uses other social media networks more than Facebook, and for 

this reason the views remain very low. With regard to Twitter, it does not yield 

views from participants with a secondary or lower education, diploma and 

doctorate, and yields views from participants with a master’s and bachelor’s 

degree. It is attributed to the fact that Twitter does not allow for detailed 

expressions because of its limited word count, and it is noted that high school 

and diploma holders cannot express ideas meaningfullyin few words; even 

participants with a doctorate degree are also hesitant to use Twitter as well. 

However, these participants are young and are open to social media and the 

election of women.  

Snapchat is completely different from the rest of social media networks, 

because the user can determine who is viewing their content, and thus control 

the flow of information or even restrict specific people from viewing it. Those 

who use Instagram belong to the youth category because they need to have 

professional photography skills. Thus, older participants may not be frequent 

users because of their lack of experience with the application.  

Results related to the fourth research question: Does the distribution of 

voters differ according to the type of their workin terms of the type of social 

networks that affect their guidance for selecting female candidates in the 

municipal elections? 

To answer the third research question, the frequency of the members’ 

responses of the study sample was calculated according to the type of work 

variable and the distribution of these iterations on social networking sites that 

affect their orientation to choose female candidates for the municipal elections. 

This can be seen in the following table: 

Table (4) Observed values and the expected values for the frequency of 

distribution of participants according to their type of work 

Total Facebook Twitter Instagram Snapchat WhatsApp Frequency Type of work 
244 6 436 45 68 49 Viewed Government 

sector employees 
 244 7 434.5 45.4 64.3 27.2 Expected 

442 2 67 6 23 44 Viewed Privatesector 

employees 
 442 3.2 64.7 6.9 27.7 42.5 Expected 

65 4 29 5 43 44 Viewed Self-employed 
 65 4.9 35.8 4 46.4 7.3 Expected 

424 42 232 26 444 47 Total 
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Table (3) Observed values and expected values for the frequency of 

distribution of the sample according educational qualifications 

Total Facebook Twitter Instagram Snapchat WhatsApp Frequency Education 

level 
62 2 26 5 24 8 Viewed Secondary or 

lower 

education 62 48 34.2 3.8 45.3 6.9 Expected 
44 4 46 8 42 5 Viewed 

Diploma 
44 4.2 22.6 2.5 44.4 4.6 Expected 
466 2 445 5 32 22 Viewed 

Bachelors 
466 4.7 94.5 44.3 4.44 48.5 Expected 
446 4 74 5 34 44 Viewed 

Masters 
446 3.3 63.9 7.2 28.7 43 Expected 
36 8 45 3 9 4 Viewed 

Doctorate 
36 44 49.8 2.2 8.9 4 Expected 
421 12 232 26 104 47 Total 

The table shows that there are differences between the observed frequencies 

and the expected frequencies calculated from the observed values. To examine 

the significance of these differences, a chi-squared test was used, where the 

value of the calculated chi-squared from the sample was 84.809 with a freedom 

degree of 16 statistically significant at the level (p ≤0.05). Consequently, the 

distribution of voters according to the educational qualification varies according 

to the type of social networks that influence their orientation to choose female 

candidates in the municipal elections. 

H. Conclusion 

The study results showed that the Facebook variable sample does not differ 

according to the variable of the academic qualification, as all the frequencies 

seen are less than the expected frequencies. Twitter does not bring in high 

school students or less, while the diploma and doctorate impacts those with a 

master's and bachelor's qualifications. 

While Instagram is more common among participants with a secondary or 

lower education, as well as diploma and doctorate holders, it is less used by 

master’s and bachelor’s holders. Snapchat on the other hand directs all 

categories of educational qualifications, where all the frequencies observed are 

higher than the expected, because Instagram directs high school educated 

participants, diploma and bachelor’s participants, while not directing those with 

Master's and PhD qualifications. 

Based on the above results, it can be concluded that Facebook is the lowest 

among the views even though Facebook comes second in terms of the number of 

users in Saudi Arabia. This was also at the beginning of 2004. However, the 
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2) Instagram and Twitter direct females more than males, where the 

frequency seen among females exceeds the expected frequency, while the 

observed frequency among males is less than the expected frequency 

among them. 

3) WhatsApp does not direct any male or female to choose the filters, since 

the expected frequency under WhatsApp is greater than the observed 

frequency. 

In 2015, Facebook recorded that 70% of the users are males, while 30%  

females. The most frequent users age between 25 and 34 years, followed by 

users of the age 18 to 24 years old.
1
 Facebook is in the lead, followed by 

Instagram, and then Snapchat, as evident from statistics provided in 

2018.
2
Overall, it can be concluded that the percentage of social media use and 

users in Saudi Arabia is similar to what is prevalent in the world. 

On the other hand, females resort to Instagram and Twitter more because 

Twitter is more focused and non-prolonged, less public and more private in 

terms of communication. Also, the Saudi citizen tends to use poetry and wisdom 

to deliver thoughts in few words, which is more common for Twitter and as a 

result it is suitable for females in Saudi Arabia. Perhaps the issue of using social 

media, not between males and females, as we explain the results above, is that 

Instagram and Twitter are more used than others in choosing a female candidate 

for municipal elections, and these two methods blame women more by assuring 

personal privacy. 

Results related to the third study question: Does the distribution of voters 

according to their educational qualifications differ in terms of the type of social 

networks that affect their orientation to choose female candidates in the 

municipal elections? 

To answer the third research question, the frequency of the members’ 

responses of the study sample was calculated according to the variable of 

educational qualifications and the distribution of these iterations on social 

networking sites that affect their guidance to choose female candidates for the 

municipal elections. This can be seen in the table below:  

 

 

                                                

(1) See http://www.lahaonline.com/articles/view/48283.htm 

(2) See https://alkhaleejonline.net/ 

http://www.lahaonline.com/articles/view/48283.htm
https://alkhaleejonline.net/
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advertising tool for female candidates that helps them reach all social groups of 

women and men. 

Results related to the second research question: Does the distribution of male 

voters differ from female voters according to the type of social networks that 

affect their guidance for selecting women candidates in the municipal elections? 

To answer the second research question, the response frequency of the 

respondents was classified according to the gender variable. The distribution of 

these iterations on social networking sites that affect their orientation to choose 

the female candidates for the municipal elections is shown in the following 

table: 

Table (2) Observed values and expected values for the frequency of 

distribution of respondents according to gender 

Total Facebook Twitter Instagram Snapchat WhatsApp Frequency Gender 

275 44 442 45 86 22 Viewed 
Male 

275 7.8 454.5 47 67.9 34.7 Expected 

446 2 94 44 48 25 Viewed 
Female 

446 4.2 84.5 9 36.4 36.4 Expected 

424 42 232 26 444 47 Total 

It is evident from the table that there are differences between the observed 

frequencies and the expected frequencies that were calculated from the observed 

values (observed frequency = (sum of the occurrences in column * sum of the 

frequencies of the row) / 421). To examine the significance of these differences, 

a chi-squared testwas used, where the value of the calculated chi from the 

sample was 25.085 with a freedom degree of 4, statistically significant at the 

level (p≤0.05). Consequently, the distribution of male voters differs from female 

voters, depending on the type of social networks that influence their guidance in 

selecting female candidates in municipal elections. This is shown by the 

following: 

1) Facebook and Snapchat direct males more than females, where the 

frequency seen among males exceeds the expected frequency, while the 

observed frequency among females is less than the expected frequency 

among them. 
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Figure (2): Frequency distribution of the influence of social networking sites 

It appears from the above figure that the most frequent social networking 

site used for selecting female candidates is Twitter, while Facebook is the least, 

and all social media sites are expected to have the same effect (equal repetition). 

The expected value in this study is 421/5 = 84.2, based on the assumption in this 

study that all social media sites have the same effect (repetition), and then check 

the difference between the observed repetition and the expected repetition 

through the non-parametric test calculation (chi-squared). It is evident that the 

value of Chi-squared calculated from the sample and with a freedom degree  of 

4 at 382.68, which is greater than the value of chi-squared on the level (p≤ = 

0.05), then social networks differ in directing the voter to choose female 

candidates in the municipal elections, as follows: 

1)  Most of the social media sites directing the voter to choose the female 

candidates in the municipal elections is Twitter (147.85), followed by 

Snapchat with a difference of 19.8. 

2) The least affective social media sites are Facebook, Instagram, and 

WhatsApp, respectively. 

Through analyzing the results above, we find that Twitter is mostly preferred 

for use by the Saudis, as the number of Twitter users in Saudi Arabia in 2016 

reached approximately 17.29 million users, or 52% of Internet users in Saudi 

Arabia. This enhances the results of this study. As the percentage of users on 

Twitter reached 55%, which is the highest compared to other social media 

networks, the statistics indicated from the Ministry of Communication and 

Information Technology that 41% of Internet users in Saudi Arabia use Twitter, 

which is the highest percentage of all users in the world (Almalki, 2016). The 

Saudis prefer Twitter because it is considered an elite medium and relies on 

brevity and shortness in publishing tweets and share short messages at the same 

time (Saudi Ministry of Communication and Technology, 2019). 

Snapchat is a photo app that was launched in 2011. Through this application, 

images and videos are sent as clips. As for Snapchat, one of the chatting 

channels of communication, its users reached 12.97 million, with 39% of users 

utilizing chatting in Saudi Arabia because of its easyand simple use. The 

application provides its users with the ability to permanently communicate with 

each other, and see the diaries of others through “My Story” feature. There is a 

feature thatallows users to know who has viewed the photos or videos published 

on their story. The means of communication were distributed as shown in the 

graph above (Ahmed, 2019). This indicates that social media has an influential 

role in selecting women candidates for municipal elections, in that it used as an 
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from who were also self-employed. Also, there isn’t any Ph. D. male holder 

under the same job category. The following figure shows an intermediate 

drawing for the distribution of the study personnel according to their 

demographic variables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure (1): Males and females according to the level of education 

The research question addressed in this figure: Do social networks differ in 

directing voters to choose female candidates in municipal elections? 

The repetitions of the impact of social networking sites were distributed as 

shown in the following figure: 
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of Saudi Arabia in the city of Riyadh, distributed demographically according to 

the following variables: 

Classified variables: gender and has two levels (male and female); type of 

work and has three levels (government, private, self-employed); educational 

level and has four levels (secondary and less, diploma, master's, doctorate). 

The variable affecting the selection of women candidates for municipal 

elections: the type of social networks and it has five levels: Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, Snapchat, and WhatsApp. 

Study tool: 

The main question asked to respondents: Which social networks are the most 

influential in directing the selection of women candidates in the municipal 

elections? 

Statistical treatments: 

In this study, chi-squared tests were used to compare the expected values 

with the values observed for the distribution of the type of social networks 

affecting the selection of women candidates for the municipal elections. 

Table (1) Distributions of variables based on demographics 

Total 

Male Female 

Level of 

education 
Total 

Employment sector 
Total 

Employment sector 

Government Private Self-

employed Government Private Self-

employed 

62 43 24 44 8 49 4 44 4 
Secondary 

education 

(or lower 

44 22 43 7 2 49 8 6 5 Diploma 

466 88 46 24 48 78 33 34 444 Bachelors 

446 99 74 44 45 47 44 3  Masters 

26 23 49 4  43 9 2 2 Doctorate 

424 275 476 456 43 446 68 56 22 Total 

It is noted from the table that males represent 65% of the sample, while 

females represent 35%. The study sample members were classified under 

government jobs, private enterprises and self-employment. It was not clear from 

the male participants that there was any female who obtained a master’s degree 
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Strandberg (2013) analyzed the use of social media by candidates and 

citizens in the 2011 Finnish Parliamentary election campaign. The article reveals 

that social media importance in general is modest in these election campaigns, 

and the results of the study showed that although candidates use social media on 

a large scale, electoral patterns on the Internet were mostly normal. Citizens' use 

of social networks in the campaign was very low, and its impact on the voting 

decision was less. 

Allcot& Gentzkow (2017) study revealed what happened in the 2016 US 

presidential elections in terms of false news and stories that were widely 

circulated across social networks. The study showed that social media networks 

were an important source but not in control of election news. Those who 

preferred Trump as a candidate shared posts in total of 30 million times on 

Facebook. At the same time those who preferred Clinton shared 8 million times, 

and people were likely to believe the stories that were in favor of their preferred 

candidate, especially for those who own ideologically independent social 

networks. 

Bess & Ferrara (2016) study aimed to examine the role of social networks in 

increasing democratic debate on social policy issues on a large scale 

andanswering the question of what happens when powerful communication 

tools are manipulated in online debates. The study showed how the use of social 

networks affected the political debate in the 2016 US presidential elections by 

taking advantage of automated reports, as it contributed to the publication of a 

large portion of the content created by one fifth of the data collected. The results 

of the study indicate that there is a negative impact of social media on the 

democratic political debate rather than improving it, which in turn can change 

public opinion and jeopardize the integrity of the presidential election. 

The study significant: The previous studies dealt with SNS role in electing 

debates, one study (Al-Madani, 2016) discussed the role of social networks in 

building public opinion among Saudi university students. While this study main 

concerned in finding out which social media networks have the most influence 

in directing voters to choose female candidates in the Saudi municipal elections, 

which can be considered as the first study of its kind as the literature reviewed 

showed. 

G. Methodology 

This study used the descriptive analytical methodrelying on David Easton of 

Policy System Analyses (Eastin, 1957), to explore the voter orientation in 

choosing female candidates in the municipal elections. The randomly chosen 

study sample consisted study sample consisted of 421 citizens of the Kingdom 
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Jocelyn Nader, A. Tony Mikhael (2018): “Women in the Legislative 

Elections in Lebanon in 2018.” The study monitored the media during the 

campaign period from a gender perspective. Dr. George Sadaqa’s "Women 

Participating in Political Action, Beirut" is a similar aided study. The study 

aimed to answer the question: Did the media play the role that is supposed to 

play in a democratic system through being the link between the candidate and 

the voter, and working to build a conscious public opinion from which the 

political authorities emerge?”This was monitored through social networking 

sites for the accounts of male and female candidates on Facebook and Twitter 

from the period from April 6
th
 to May 6, 2018, and posts by female candidates 

on the occasion of Women's Day on March 8
th
 and Mother’s Day on March 21

st
. 

The study showed that women,as well as candidates, are active on Facebook 

andTwitter. The percentage of posts was divided by a simple difference equaling 

4 points between (Facebook =52%, Twitter = 48%) among the candidates, and a 

higher difference at the female candidates (67.18%), where the percentage of 

female candidates used (Facebook =33.59%, and Twitter =40.66%). Candidates 

are more active in terms of using Facebook and Twitter, and the overall average 

of posts and tweets reached 7.79 for them compared to 4.54 for female 

candidates. Posts and content related to political situations reached 27.8% 

forming the forefront for candidates, while the electoral announcement was 

second at 18.1%. This reflects the candidate's need to use social media as 

platforms to announce their presence in the campaign in the first stage of the 

election in preparation for their potential role later. While the candidates were 

able to complete their role by commenting on the events, the numbers also 

reflected the males’ experience in the political field in terms of issues they 

commentedon. However, it is surprising and ironic, that the posts regarding 

women's political participation were 3% higher compared to 7.1% for female 

candidates. 

There are approximately 1,960,000 studies on this issue available on Google 

Scholar. It is difficult to review each available study, but below are continued 

summaries.  

Gueorguieva (2008): “The Impact of Alternative YouTube Channels and 

YouTube and MySpace on the 2006 Electoral Cycle.” The study found that 

there is an impact of both YouTube channels and MySpace. These impacts were 

simple, yet greatly influential. It is also used by a large portion of those who are 

of the voting age in the United States, as these two sites facilitate the candidates’ 

means of communication at low or no cost, and give the less-known candidates 

the opportunity to deliver their message, work to increase donations and increase 

the number of volunteers online. 
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Al-Dubaisi and Al-Tahat (2013): “The Role of Social Networks in Shaping 

Public Opinion among Jordanian University Students.” The study sought to 

explore the rates of Jordanian university students using digital social networks to 

reveal the factors affecting the formation of public opinion trends among 

students, and to indicate the level of competition between new media and the 

traditional media. The results concluded that social media has become a source 

of obtaining news and information that shapes students’ public opinion. 

Abed (2012): “The Role of Social Networks in Mobilizing Palestinian 

Public Opinion Towards Social and Political Change - An Analytical and 

Descriptive Study.” This study aimed to reveal the mostly used social media, 

which concluded that email was the mostly used method. 

Murad (2011): “The Role of the Media in Stimulating the Arab Political 

Movement, Social Networks as a Model.” This study examined social media and 

how it stimulated the Arab Spring revolutions, and perpetuated their push and 

mobilization of their youth to work on their continuation as a new weapon. The 

study concluded that the extent of the impact of social networks is directly 

proportional with the advancement of the technical and knowledge community, 

and it provides its participants with the freedom to coordinate, communicate and 

participate in making events. 

Hafez (2011): “University Youth Communication Through Social Networks 

is a Social Phenomenon or a Technical Necessity.” The study shows the real 

motivations of university youthsfor using social networks and their social and 

psychological effects on university youths. The study indicated a presence of 

youths’ addiction to the excessive use of communicational networks versus 

hypothetical communication via social networks. It also concluded that these 

methods lead to young people's tendency towards social alienation. 

Bani Salama and Al-Ananzah (2018): “The Role of Social Networking Sites 

in the Elections of the Eighteenth Jordanian Parliament in 2016.” This field 

study aimed to examine the role of social networking sites in the elections of the 

eighteenth Jordanian parliament in 2016. The researchers distributed a 

questionnaire using a random sampling method consisting of (437) individuals 

from the community. The results indicated that most of the paragraphs related to 

the role of social media in the 2016 parliamentary elections were medium, and 

showed that social media contributed to the mobilizationand organization of 

elections with an average arithmetic value of (2.66).It also indicated its 

prominent role in the success of the candidate with an average score of 2.39, and 

the general result is that social networks play a significant role in the 

parliamentary elections. 
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The procedural definition of social networks and social media tools are: 

Facebook Messenger, Facebook, WhatsApp, chat sites, forums, Snapchat, 

Twitter and Instagram. 

F. Previous research 

Al-Madani (2016):  discuss the role of social networks in building public 

opinion among Saudi university students, sought to define the role of social 

networks in building public opinion among students in Saudi universities, which 

is descriptive in nature and used a survey method. The survey consisted of 200 

male and female students from Umm Al-Qura University's practical and 

theoretical colleges. The study tools included a questionnaire with a scale that 

examined building public opinion for students in the universities of the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study results indicated that a high percentage in 

building public opinion came from students who used social networks reached 

41.86%, and the average level was 55.23%, while the low level was 2.91%. 

There are statistically significant differences between the average score of the 

study sample in the scale of the role of social networks in building public 

opinion among students according to levels in the use of different social 

networks, and as well as statistically significant differences between the average 

score of the study sample in the scale of social media networks in using social 

media via the Internet according to the different level of experience in using the 

internet among the participants. 

Civil (2016): “The Role of Social Networks in Building Public Opinion 

Among Saudi University Students” (Umm Al-Qura University as the model), 

sought to define the role of social networks in building public opinion among 

students in Saudi universities, which is descriptive in nature and used a survey 

method. The survey consisted of 200 male and female students from Umm Al-

Qura University's practical and theoretical colleges. The study tools included a 

questionnaire with a scale that examined building public opinion for students in 

the universities of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study results indicated that 

a high percentage, about 41.86%, in building public opinion came from students 

who used social networks, and the average level was 55.23%, while the low 

level was 2.91%. There are statistically significant differences between the 

average score of the study sample in the scale of the role of social networks in 

building public opinion among students according to the use levels of different 

social networks, as well as statistically significant differences between the 

average score of the study sample in the scale of social media networks in using 

social media via the Internet according to the different levels of experience in 

using the internet among the participants. 
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C. Research Questions 

1)  Do social networks differ in directing voters to choose female candidates 

in the Saudi municipal elections? 

2)  Does the distribution of male voters differ from female voters according 

to the type of social networks that influence their guidance in selecting 

female candidates in the Saudi municipal elections? 

3)  Does the distribution of voters’ educational qualifications differ 

according to the type of social networks that influence their guidance in 

selecting female candidates in the Saudi municipal elections? 

4)  Does the distribution of voters’ type of work differ with the type of social 

networks that influence their guidance in selecting female candidates in 

the Saudi municipal elections? 

The study relies on the hypothesis that the more Saudi women realize the 

importance of using social media for the elections, the more they will enhance 

their chances of winning municipal and parliamentary elections in the future. 

The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach by describing the 

phenomenon as it is on the ground, and then studying the relationships between 

its variables. The study also used the questionnaire to find out the trends of male 

and female voters for any networks that most affect their attitudes towards 

choosing women as candidates for the previous municipal elections. 

D. Limitations of the study 

The study was limited to research on the subject of the most influential 

networks on the attitudes towards the selection of women candidates for the 

previous municipal elections during 2016. The study takes into account the use 

of social networks, and the emergence of its role in the Saudi municipal 

elections as a scope for the thematic study, and considering the application of 

the study in Saudi Arabia as a geographical determinant, and Saudi society as a 

human determinant. 

E. Terms of the study 

Social Networking: A collection of websites, created with the second 

generation of the web, to help individuals communicate and interact in a virtual 

community environment that brings them together by interest, affiliation, or 

participation in a particular issue (Khalaf, 2014). Also known as websites that 

provide users with a range of services based on web technologies that give 

individuals the opportunity to create their own personal page content, and link 

multiple social relations together by sharing and interacting with others and 

communicate with them remotely without supervision. 
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In 2016, approximately 20,813,695 internet users were reported in Saudi 

Arabia, about 64% of the total population (64%) of Saudi Arabia population 

(http://www.internetlivestats.com). In 2018, YouTube strengthened its website 

to become one of the most popular social networking sites in the Saudi Arabia 

by 71% with 23.62 million active users, whereas Facebook comes second with 

21.95 million users (66%). Instagram is the third with 17.96 million users 

(54%), and Twitter comes fourth with 17.29 million (52%). Saudi Arabia leads 

the Middle East with 10.64 millions (https: //www.globalmediainsight). The use 

of messaging tools and platforms in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is as follows: 

WhatsApp is the most used with 24.27 million users after the expansion of 

WhatsApp in Saudi Arabia by 73%; Facebook Messenger comes second among 

chat applications;it reached 13.30 million users in Saudi Arabia,around 40%; 

Snapchat comes third with 12.97 million users or 39%; and Skype is the fourth 

on the list with less than 8 million users. (https://www.globalmediainsight.com). 

This indicates the importance of social media platforms in the Saudi 

municipal elections because of the opportunity to enter homes without any 

official permission from governments. Social media tools have helped 

candidates to reach voters and have an active role in determining the views and 

trends of public opinion in general. In particular, they have helped in 

determining voters' attitudes towards the election of male and female candidates. 

The main question is: what social media networks were most effective in 

guiding voters to choose women candidates in the municipal elections? 

The process of participation in voter orientation is largely influenced by 

social, economic, cultural and psychological factors, which may stem from 

social media networks. Customs, traditions, values and political culture all affect 

the nature of political participation and, consequently, the nature of political 

development in society. There is also a disparity in the nature and degree of 

political participation and its channels. 
B. Research objectives 

The study aimed to find out which social media networks have the most 

influence in directing voters to choose female candidates in the Saudi municipal 

elections. By addressing these primary research areas in the questionnaire, this 

study—according to the researchers’ knowledge—is the first in its field to 

address the process that allows Saudi women the opportunity to run for 

municipal or parliamentary elections in the future, and to benefit from these 

platforms that are available to everyone—including women—at no financial 

cost, and are simple to use.  

 

http://www.internetlivestats.com/
https://www.globalmediainsight.com/
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A. Introduction 

The winning of approximately 20 Saudi women in the municipal elections 

was a sign worthy of study. In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Saudi women 

struggled to obtain their rights to participate in the first municipal elections in 

2004. A women's group was established under the leadership of Fawzia Al-Hani 

and Dr. Htun Al-Fassi in the name of “Baladi”, which is an initiative that sought 

to include Saudi women in the municipal elections, and by doing so, they 

benefited from a blog on websites that facilitated access to Saudi women and 

decision-makers at the same time. 

It is worthy to note that the first round of municipal elections in Saudi 

Arabia was held in 2005, but Saudi women did not participate; neither as voters 

nor as candidates. In fact, women began to participate in elections in 2011 only 

as voters. During the reign of the late King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, women 

were appointed in the Saudi Arabia Shura Council and municipal councils with 

full membership. The municipal elections held in 2015 came as the first 

elections in which women were nominated and elected. More than 900 Saudi 

women nominated for the elections and about 130,000 female voters 

participated in it, compared to 1.36 million voters (Al-Baiti, 2016), after 

allowing them to participate in the elections by nomination and voting according 

to a system. The new municipal councils issued on 8/8/2014 were in 

correspondence to raise the percentage of elected municipal councils from one 

half to two thirds and reduce the voter registration age from 21 to 18 yearsold. 

This was all meant to pave the way for women to participate as voters and 

candidates according to Sharia regulations (National Portal, 2014). These 

elections came in light of the internet and information revolution and the spread 

of social media, which provided a strong catalyst to male and female candidates 

to use it, so that their ideas and programs would reach the target audience of the 

election campaigns. 

Social networks play an important role in our lives;they help users express 

their needs and interests and share ideas and feelings with others. They are more 

particularly helpful to those who do not have the opportunity to communicate 

directly, either because of place and time, or because of conventions and 

traditions in conservative societies that prevent exchange interactions and turn a 

blind eye to online and electronic communicationSocial Networks allow people 

to share their own ideas and attitudes towards political, social and electoral 

issues that both were difficult to discuss and share in the past. However, the 

availability of smartphones and other media devices has allowed all types of 

society members to access the internet and communicate online.  
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Abstract 

The study aimed to explore which social networks are most influential in 

guiding the voters to elect female candidates in the Saudi municipal elections. 

The study used the descriptive analytical approach, and the male and female 

voters' attitudes about the election of Saudi women were explored through a 

questionnaire. The study sample consisted of 421 voters across The Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia in the city of Riyadh. The results showed that: Tweeter is the most 

SNS used among the study sample and social media has an impact in directing 

voters to elect Saudi women in municipal elections and this can be attributed to 

the importance of these sites in spreading access to small groups. At the same 

time, by creating groups to communicate among individuals of a certain 

relationship regardless of the difference in the educational qualification or the 

work sector, the main reason may not necessarily be the type of social 

networking site chosen, but using it as a major means to spread ideas and share 

them on the site and the groups. The study indicates that social media has a great 

impact on societies’ decisions, ideas and beliefs; therefore it can be used in 

disseminating an idea or influencing their decisions; as a medium through which 

one can publish what stimulates or clarifies the benefits of making a specific 

decision, and in the case of this election study. 

Keywords: Saudi women, municipal elections, social media. 
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unconditional weapons sales and transfers. Two, by ending its weapon trades 

with KSA, the U.S can pressure it into applying human rights reforms, 

domestically and in Yemen. This argument has great support from congress 

members, however, they need to rally their political authority to override 

Presidential vetoes. Lastly, the U.S has the choice to whom it sells its weapons 

to. Despite the possible loss of a loyal customer, the U.S must stand behind the 

morals, which it had been known for since Cold War; democracy, freedom, and 

human rights. The U.S had been dramatically contradicted these morals by 

selling signing arms deals with KSA. These deals mark the U.S as a complicit in 

a way in the famine and public health crisis Yemen is going through. Most 

worrying is the fact that KSA lacks the adequate intelligence and humanitarian 

responsibility to conduct robust and detailed target verification, while the U.S 

had the capacity and the leverage to implement both policies. However, the 

question remains whether or not the U.S has the courage to do so. 

Farming in Yemen need to be regulated and governed. Most Yemeni farmers 

opt to plant Qat; a crop that needs high amounts of water and mainly found in 

the Arab region, which production is highly profitable for famines in the Sa‘dah 

area. This product uses %80 of the extracted groundwater, causing a significant 

decrease in groundwater levels. Therefore, farmers must be encouraged to farm 

more fruits and vegetable that could contribute to the country‘s sustenance. 

Another issue that should be addressed is the decentralizing of provided aid, in 

addition to promoting the local authorities‘ legitimacy, both of which will 

benefit the count, in addition to providing farmers with incentives to use modern 

watering technologies that can decrease water demand and can alleviate two of 

Yemen‘s issues. 
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enhance the authority‘s legitimacy, and promote communities to develop under 

formal government structures.
(1)

 
 

Conclusion   

This research explored one of the main striking contemporary crisis in the 

Middle East. It did so by approving its main hypothesis and exploring its 

questions. Throughout the research, it found that we cannot ignore the immense 

suffering of Yemeni men, women and children which is caused firstly and more 

importantly by the Yemeni regime‘s failure over the years in creating unity and 

legitimacy. Such failure caused severe political and economic defects within 

Yemen leading to fragmentation and internal and regional alignments. 

Consequently, Saudi-Iranian proxy-war, as the two regional powers fight for 

dominance and influence in Yemen, thus creating one of the region‘s most 

horrible man-made humanitarian crises. The numbers are terrifying and without 

an end; statistics show that about two-thirds of Yemen‘s populations, i.e. about 

20 million individuals, are suffering from food insecurity, with an average of 

eight civilians dying every day from bullets and bombs.  

Through supporting Pro-Hadi and Houthi militias, both KSA and Iran, 

respectively, see that it is the way to push their religious and political agendas in 

Yemen. For KSA, this success entails the hindering the spread of Shiite 

influence in Yemen in addition to halting Iran‘s plans of a ‗Shiite Crescent‘ in 

the region. Moreover, it secures KSA‘s position as one of the largest, wealthiest 

and most powerful status-quo in the Middle East. To win the war in Yemen, 

KSA has to supply the Saudi led quotation and pro-had faction with military 

weapons. These weapons are acquired through U.S-Saudi arms deals which are 

greatly profitable for both parties, however, they resulted in a country bombed 

into famine. The magnitude of the human catastrophe is unimaginable at most, 

but is an unfortunate reality for all Yemeni people. As the conflict continues, the 

situation is becoming more complicated with no solution in sight. Hence why it 

is crucial to find long-term solutions to the issue, that will contribute to 

rebuilding Yemen following the devastation caused by the civil war. 

Thankfully, there are a number of options. The U.S can hold KSA 

responsible for the horrors it has been committing by following up the 

conditional trade agreements. It can take it a step further, and halt all weapon 

trades, until KSA is proven innocent, and that it is committed to the international 

laws locally and abroad. One, due to the arms sales between the U.S and KSA, 

the latter is able to carry out its own foreign policy agendas using the world‘s 

top of the line weapons‘ technology systems; U.S can hinder this by halting all 
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affected areas by war. Making the best of these aids means letting the local 

authorities participate in transporting the monetary aid, and distribute them in 

cooperation with local bodies and private sector actors. Local authorities enjoy 

getting recognition in attraction to local circumstances. The central 

government‘s inability to respond to local needs meant that these relatively 

resource-rich governorates have surpassed the legal mandate the 2000 Local 

Authority Law has enacted. In order for the governorates and districts to have 

poor, the central government has to delegate such power through temporary 

regality instructions.
(1)

 

When applied, this approach grants governorates and districts better 

authority to supervise their local affairs. Producing a regulatory framework in 

which local authorities can perform effectively is one of the primary objectives 

during a conflict. This regulatory framework must sanction local authorities to 

developed. Moreover, it should disburse the associated income based in their 

needs, providing the local authorities with the chance to work with international 

donors in meeting the humanitarian and development requirements at the local 

level. The establishing of structure through which humanitarian bodies can work 

with local authorities will ensure that the aid is distributed and no longer 

centralized. This approach will enhance the authority‘s legitimacy and promote 

the local communities to unite under the formal government‘s structure.
(2) 

 

The main downfall of this approach is that the distribution of humanitarian 

aid was another reason for great conflict among the already warring people. As 

corruption and disorganization ran rampantly, the provided aid was often 

misused. There fore the UN have to make sure that all donors and international 

stakeholders have managed to oversee the distribution of aid in cooperation with 

the local communities and international actors. In addition to this, international 

cooperates have to take into account the local complications the conflict caused, 

and stop interfering in the local judiciary and security services‘ activities. Local 

authorities are still one of Yemen‘s most important institutions, mainly for their 

role in providing public services to the people. Despite that, the mounting 

conflict led to an economic collapse and led to the Central Bank of Yemen 

becoming immobilized. Therefore, the authorities weren‘t able to function at full 

capacity in most areas. Worldwide donors should begin incorporating local 

authorities as main actors in transporting monetary aid to other actors; this will 

                                                

(1) Al-Awlaqi, W. and Al-Madhaji, M., ibid. 

(2) Harden, D. and Knights, M., An Economic Roadmap to Humanitarian Relief in Yemen, 

Washington Institute, 2019. 
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In 2018, KSA‘s assault on Yemen‘s main facility for commercial and 

humanitarian imports, the Hodeida‘s city port, left millions suffering from 

severe food and medical shortages. Yemen had to rely on the foreign aid in 

order to services following the demolition of factories, power plans and market 

places. Data regarding the collation airstrikes between 2015-2017 revealed that 

356 air raids targeted farms, 174 targeted market places and 61 others targeted 

food storage sites. The destruction of sea ports and airports had greatly affected 

the flow of critical humanitarian aid into Yemen. More than %80 of Yemen‘s 

annual staple food supplies are imported through its ports.
(1)

 

The decreasing number of imports and the rapidly deprecating currency 

caused food supplies to skyrocket, resulting in millions relying on humanitarian 

aid. The horrifying violation of international humanitarian law and 

indiscriminate killing meant that humanitarian aid workers are either unable or 

unwilling to reach some of the most vulnerable individuals in Yemen, resulting 

in entire communities being left without hope, with no food, water, sanitation or 

medicine. By 2019, more than 4 million of Yemeni people who are in dire need 

of assistance were living in 83 remote and hard-to-reach areas that can‘t be 

easily accessed by humanitarians.  

According to the Yemen Data Project, about one-third of the KSA-led 

collation‘s air strikes hit non-military and unknown targets. Saudi-missions 

using U.S-made weapons have hit hospitals, schools, weddings, funerals and 

market places. If these locations were targeted with intent, then KSA has 

committed serious war crimes with U.S as its partner. If these locations were not 

targeted with intent, we conclude then that KSA is managing its operations with 

poor intelligence, and that some of the world‘s most advanced military 

technology is horrendously inaccurate. Both scenarios are unacceptable. The 

ongoing war in Yemen, in which international powers are participating, has 

made the country‘s humanitarian emergency concerning water heath and famine, 

which was already present due to the failure of previous governments, and the 

actions of external actors, only greater.
(2)

 
 

Local Authorities 

Great amounts of aid are delivered by international donors and non-

governmental bodies to support Yemen‘s local community, especially the most 
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(2) Yemen Data Project, Yemen Data Project, 2019. 
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sustain or save their lives (WEP.2019). Yemen is currently reliant on fuel and 

food imports; importing more than %80 of its food, %90 of which are staples 

including wheat and all of its rice. The war and high prices have thwarted the 

distribution of the already limited staples, including food, water and fuel.
(1) 

 

The city of Hodeida in the Houthi- controlled territory is the main city 

through which food and medical aid is capable of reaching two-thirds of the 

Yemeni population, as about %70 of all imports come through its port. The main 

contributors to the famine crisis in Yemen are the KSA and Houthi- led 

blockades and airstrikes (Dunning.2018). KSA-led coalition placed a ban on 

Yemeni airspace and sea following the firing of a ballistic missile towards 

Riyadh‘s airport in order to stop the Iranian smuggling of arms. A naval 

blockade was established by KSA around Western Yemen, curbing all exports 

and imports in some of Yemen‘s ports, while allowing limited humanitarian aid 

to enter through some ports, including Hodeida‘s.
(2)

 

Having Hodeida as the main port for most imports in Yemen, including 

food, water and fuel, this strained the availability of food escalating the risk 

factor of a large-scale famine. These airstrikes had made the organizing of UN‘s 

humanitarian efforts difficult. In 2016, the Saudi- coalition beamed and 

destroyed the main bridge between Hodeida and Sana‘a through which about 

%90 of food aid provided by the UN‘s World Food Program are transported.
3
 

Moreover, the September 2019 airstrikes destroyed the UN-Supported water 

system which served about 12,000 individuals. According to ReliefWeb website 

statistics, the Saudi-led coalition have resulted in about 6.600 civilian deaths and 

wounded 10,500 others. 108,899 suspected cholera and acute diarrhea cases 

were recorded between January and March of 2019. One-third of these cases 

were children under five years old. 24 million individuals out of Yemen‘s 30 

million inhabitants are in need of humanitarian aid.
(4)
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ineffective government and its mounting debt. As a result, Yemen became a 

country reliant on food imports, diesel pumps produced water, and an economy 

filed by cheap gasoline, electricity and deal, with heavily subsidized fuel for 

Yemeni citizens.
(1) 

 

At the top of the humanitarian challenges facing Yemen is the critical need 

for water, sanitation and hygiene. The number of displaced people in Yemen is 

increasing as a result of the ongoing conflict, lack of food, and epidemic 

outbreaks, such as cholera, disrupted the public services, and thus promoting the 

crisis. The absence of the infrastructure caused sanitation issues, contaminating 

all underground water all over Yemen, while sewage and treatment plants are 

not operational, due to the lack of fuel and maintenance. All of these poor 

conditions exposed the Yemeni population to a number of diseases, such as 

Cholera, which infected over a million individual.
(2)

  

One of the reasons behind the continuing water cruses is the lack of 

necessary agricultural productivity. Most of the groundwater reserves are being 

exhausted due to inefficient usage and the cultivation of Qat (a stimulant, which 

is highly used in Yemen and the Horn of Africa). The production of such 

stimulants is exhausting the groundwater levels dramatically, thus hindering the 

farming of more important crops. The economic situation in Yemen, and the 

absence of basic services and file, prevented access to the clean water, fuel and 

electricity needed to heat and clean water, leading millions to being prone to 

preventable and treatable illnesses that can be prevented with a proper health 

system.
(3)

 

Hann (2014) stated that the lack of groundwater in general, and clean water 

in particular lead to a major humanitarian crisis in Yemen. Stating that the 

cultivation of water-intensive Qat crops in Yemen, for economic and 

consumption reasons meant that %80 of groundwater reserves are being used up, 

and thus a dramatic decrease in the groundwater levels. Hann notes that the 

production of Qat needs to be addressed and regulates, however, the political 

situation in Yemen makes that highly improbable. Farmers are likely to continue 

producing Qat, due to the high demand, low production cost and guaranteed 

market; further depleting water reserves. Food insecurity is one of the other 

humanitarian crises; Yemen is dealing with amid this conflict. About 20.1 

million individuals out of the 30 million in Yemen face hunger, in the absence 

of food aids, 14.4 million of which are in need of immediate assistance to 

                                                

(1) Ibid. 

(2) UNICEF, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, 2019. https://www.unicef.org/yemen/water-

sanitation-and-hygiene.  

(3) Sharp, M., ―Yemen: Background and U.S. Relations‖, Congressional Research Service, 

2015. https://fas.org/sgp/crs.mideast/RL34170.pdf 
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barely cover its needs of next-generation fighter crafts, ranks and combat 

vehicles for its own armed forces, let alone for export. As for China, it has never 

produces the type of high military technology KSA is looking for. Second, even 

if either countries could produce such military weapons; the Russian and 

Chinese systems are not compatible with KSA‘s current arsenal (%60 of which 

is imported from the U.S, and the reset is from Europe).
1
Maintaining, discarding 

and establishing a full military weapons infrastructure is a very long and 

expensive process. Third, this math is not compatible for what KSA currently 

needs, especially since its currently amid a great proxy-war against one of its 

biggest enemies, Iran. There is no sense for KSA to engage in any matter that 

could drastically weaken its military strength. 

Humanitarian Consequences   

By 2014, Yemen was recognized as one of the Arab region‘s poorest 

countries, recording a poverty rate of more than %50, with about 143 million 

individuals in need of humanitarian aid. As a result of this, Yemen had gained a 

number of labels: ―The Arab Region‘s poorest country‖, ―The world‘s worst 

Humanitarian crisis‖,‖ The Middle East‘s most overlooked Conflict‖. By 

looking at its history, the humanitarian crisis had begun long before the Arab 

Spring. In a 2013 report by Chatham House mentioned that the increasing oil 

output and prices on the international marked during the second half of the 

1990s, led to the shift from a decentralized, agriculture-led economy in Yemen, 

to an energy export-oriented model, while the income is use to support the elite 

network of patronage. It also noted that the as most tribal chiefs migrated to 

Sana‘a, the power and the wealth had increasingly flowed from the center to the 

margins, when it flowed.
(2)

 

During Saleh‘s rule, cities began to develop under the business elite, 

lowering urban poverty while increasing poverty in the country. The level of 

poverty in the rural areas continued to grow, reaching %46.7 by 2010, as the 

population became sustained by cheap fuel only and the subsidies became 

unsustainable for the central government which was short on cash.
(3)

 The 2011 

Arab Spring revolution brought more economic problems, heightened by an 

                                                

(1) CRS, ibid. 
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Yemen. For its part, KSA lakes the resources and the responsibility to verify its 

targets in a detailed and informative manner. By continuing to sign and grant 

export licenses to KSA, the U.S, specifically the Congress and the President are 

considered to support the Saudi military action in Yemen as ‗Self-defense‘ 

under ACEA laws.
(1)

 

Even though the U.S requires an end-user certification (EUC), a document 

which requires the military of the county importing the weapons to be the end-

user of them; it can‘t resell or let any other government or non-government 

entity use them. However, many investigations and reports found that billions of 

dollars‘ worth of military arms, which KSA had purchased from the U.S had 

been directly funneled into the Saudi-backed, pro-Had coalition in Yemen, with 

grave consequences. One, Both KSA and the U.S no longer have control over 

the weapons. State actors hold some obligations towards their people, and are 

monitored by the international community. Governments to avoid abnormal 

behaviors most often than none, since they work about the repercussions of said 

actions in addition to the fact that they have to coexist with them. On the other 

hand, non-state actors, like the Houthi rebels or pro-Hadi factions, aren‘t bound 

by such international norms and have free-reign over how they can use those 

weapons. Two, U.S loses the exclusive ownership of sensitive military 

technologies, since once they are in the hands of others, they are most likely to 

learn and attempt to replicate those systems for their own use.(
2
) 

In May, 2019, U.S President, Donald Trump signed a USD 8.1 billion arms 

deal using an emergency declaration to push through congressional approval, 

sparking dismay among Democrats and the members of his own part. Trump 

was able to veto all three resolutions reached by the House and Senate to block 

the deal. Various reasons were offered by Trump and Congress members 

regarding their condemnation. In one of those reasons, Trump expressed his 

fears that if they don‘t take KSA‘s money, then they will be acquiring such 

arms, and therefore spending those amounts of money in China to Russia. If this 

happens, the U.S loses a profitable defense contracts on addition to losing its 

ally in the region, while at the same time, damaging its national interests and 

contributing nothing to the improvement of human rights conditions. However, 

this is highly unlikely to happen for a number of reasons. First, Russia could 
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to other countries and therefore KSA had quickly gained another purpose; 

countering Iran.
(1)

  

KSA‘s strategic central location in the Gulf and oil-rich economy, 

established a strong consistent base from which it can counter Iran‘s spreading 

influences, and that‘s why Washington perceive the relations with KSA as high 

priority and of great importance for the American national security. It was in 

1943 that the U.S began sending military aid to KSA, in addition to signing the 

Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement in 1951, establishing the foundation for 

the arms trade. According to CRS (2019) KSA spends an astonishing %8.8 of its 

GDP on defense (more than any other country in the world), and over the past 

decade, KSA has ordered USD 109.3 billion worth of U.S -made offensive 

weapons, transportation, surveillance equipment, part and training.
(2)

 

During his presidency, U.S President Obama has authorized the largest arms 

sales to KSA in the U.S history, Wirth greatly USD 94 billion over 42 separate 

deals during his two terms. The Arms Export Control Act (AECA) governed 

those deals, stipulating that such arms must only be used for self-defense. The 

issuing of such export license, a number of factors should be taken into account, 

including; Will the sale contribute to an arms race, support terrorism, increase 

the possibility of a revolution to escalate a conflict. The enforcement of such 

laws is difficult, and requires transparency and integrity from KSA in addition to 

a political intent from the U.S- neither of which are available. Hence why, once 

in KSA‘s hands, the world‘s most advanced weapons systems can practically be 

used without any restriction.
(3)

  

KSA was able to maintain its offensive in Yemen for years through its 

billions of dollars‘ worth of weapons imported from the U.S. Since 2015, when 

they first intervened in Yemen‘s civil war, KSA has launched thousands of air 

strikes, most of which targeted civilians (women and children included). One of 

the most prominent instances is a 2016 incident, where two American-made 

laser-guided bombs hit a market, killing at least 97 civilians, 25 of which were 

children.
(4)

 No matter its intent, all Saudi airstrikes in Yemen can be traced back 

to the U.S, and by resuming its arms trade deals with KSA, the U.S is then 

responsible in a way or another for the famine and the humanitarian crises in 

                                                

(1) Young, M., ibid.  

(2) CRS, 2019, ibid. 

(3) Knights, M. and Pfuger, C., U.S.-Saudi Security Cooperation (Part 2): Restricting 

Operational Support in Yemen, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2018. 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/polic-analysis/view/u.s.-saudi-security-cooperation-

part-2-restricting-operational-support-in-y 

(4) Martin, M. Nereim, V. and Fattah Z., Saudi Arabia Welcomes Trump with Billions of 

Dollars of Deals, Bloomberg, 2017. 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/polic-analysis/view/u.s.-saudi-security-cooperation-part-2-restricting-operational-support-in-y
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/polic-analysis/view/u.s.-saudi-security-cooperation-part-2-restricting-operational-support-in-y
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authoritarian theocracy model in addition to viewing Iran as the leader of the 

Muslim world. Therefore, KSA believes that it is its responsibility to preserve 

the stability in the region so that it can maintain the stability of its regime. On 

the other hand, Iran is the ultimate enemy that seeks to increase its influence and 

push the Shiite Islamic republic agenda on the other countries by supporting 

groups which are looking to overthrow the regime. Laub (2016) believes that the 

conflict centers, unsurprisingly, on the fight for power.
(1)

 

The war in Yemen, at its heart, is a fight over leadership of the country; 

however, regional and global players have begun seeking their own personal 

agendas which they hope to achieve through the conflict‘s outcome. KSA and 

Iran‘s commitment to the war is clearly displayed by their billions of dollars‘ 

worth of investments they made in it by supporting the factions whose interest 

align with their own. This type of proxy war is not something new for both 

countries; in the past few decades both sides funded many conflicts across the 

Middle East and North Africa. Historical, political, and religious foes, KSA and 

Iran have different visions for the region. KSA is the ultimate presentation of 

status-quo power, where the stability of its regime is dependent on the stability 

of its governments and sects. On the other hand, Iran is the ultimate presentation 

of anti-status quo. According to Young (2019) Iran‘s supremacy depends on 

revolutions across the region, converting leaders and citizens to become more 

appreciative of the Shiite Islam. This perception is key to accurately evaluate the 

purpose behind the arms deals.
(2)

 

U.S Role   

The amount of oil found in the Gulf interested the U.S enough that it 

decided to establish a relationship with KSA. KSA has more oil than all of 

South and North America combines, and if KSA proves itself as a reliable trade 

partner America would then have a dependable oil source, in exchange of 

protection and support. As any relationship, the KSA-U.S relationship has 

suffered some downturns, most notably is the 1973 oil crisis, when KSA along 

with the other OPEC members cut-off U.S‘s oil supplies to protest its support of 

Israel.
3
Despite these difficult times, KSA proved to be a valuable ally, it was the 

Middle East‘s pillar, strong and tough enough to block the Soviet Union 

advance during the cold war. Iran contributed to these efforts, especially since it 

shares the border with the USSR. However, and according to Young (2019), 

following the Iranian Revolution, none of the allies, including the U.S, Riyadh 

or Washington wanted to see the Iranian anti-American Islamic republic spread 

                                                

(1) Lub, Z., ibid. 

(2) Young, M., ibid. 

(3) CRS., Saudi Arabia: Background and U.S. Relations, Congressional Research Service, 

2019. https://fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33533.pdf.  

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33533.pdf


Jordan Journal of Law and Political Sciences Vol. (13), No. (3), (2021) 

11

dominated areas. As the central government in Yemen weekend in 2011, Iran 

took advantage of the opportunity and increased its financial support of the 

Houthis. Iran‘s support of the Houthis put pressure on KSA, thus offering a new 

outlet for expanding Iran‘s economic and political interests.
(1)

  

Moreover, Iran‘s interest in having control over Houthis-controlled areas 

stems from having a place to support an intelligence outsmart and the covert 

network for distributing weapons for its intestines in the Middle East and the 

Horn of Africa; these areas border KSA, which could provide direct contact with 

KSA when a confrontation arises with KSA. This support of the Houthis was 

perceived by KSA as a threat to its agenda within Yemen, in addition to being a 

threat to Sunni sect in general and KSA‘s regional supremacy, thus encouraging 

a proxy-war between both countries. Terrill (2014) notes that the Houthi forces 

have also led airstrikes on KSA, in addition to imposing arbitrary and abusive 

detention, as well as a blockade and the confiscation of food and medical 

supplies from an already needy people, further escalating the humanitarian crisis 

in Yemen.
(2)

 

KSA and Iran have tenacious strategic interest which drive both countries to 

participate in such interventionist regional policy. The Majority of Western 

politicians and officials offer a fundamental analysis. They claim that the KSA, 

a Sunni- majority country; and Iran, a Shiite- majority country, are ideological 

enemies, who have transformed the Middle East into a battlefield for a sectarian 

war, in hopes of gaining the religious dominance in the region. Although there is 

no doubt, regarding the presence a religious divide between both powers, there 

are other reasons behind this war. KSA is battling to prevent Iran from spreading 

the Shiite ideology in the region and the surrounding countries; however, it 

could be argued that it is more afraid of Iran exporting revolution and expanding 

its influence and interest. Following the 1979 Iranian revolution, KSA became 

greatly concerned that the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khomeini will motivate 

the Saudi people to overthrow the Saudi regime in the same manner he had 

galvanized the Iranian population to revolt against the Shah.
(3)

 

Those fears are not unreasonable; Iran had previously supported revolutions 

and unrest tin Iraq and Afghanistan in hopes of attracting countries towards its 

                                                

(1) AlAwlaqi, W. and Al-Madhaji, M., ―Beyond the Business as Usual Approach: Local 

Governance in Yemen Amid Conflict and Instability‖, Sana‘a Center for Strategic Studies, 

July 2018, p.56. 

(2)Terrill, W., Iranian Involvement in Yemen, Orbits, 2014.  

www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0030438714000325.  

(3) Darwich, M., The Saudi Intervention in Yemen: Struggling for Status, The Gulf on the 

Verge Global Challenges and Regional Dynamics, Insight Turkey, vol. 20, no. 2, Spring 

2018, pp. 125-142. 
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Riyadh sees Houthi‘s dominance of Yemen as a hostile neighbor that 

threatens its border. Therefore, when Houthi rebels captured Sana‘, the capital of 

Yemen, in March 2015, the Saudi-led coalition initiated an air campaign to re-

establish an internationally recognized government. KSA‘s involvement in the 

Yemen war through its naval blockades in addition to its illegal air strikes which 

only were a hindrance to the humanitarian aid and primary resources, like food, 

which also caused the deaths of thousands of people. By using the Saudi 

resources, the objective of the internationally- recognized Hadi government is to 

combat the Houthi/Saleh bloc in order to reestablish the Hadi regime in Sana‘. 

In response to Hadi‘s international call to restore its regime, KSA had stepped in 

to support its Yemen agenda.
(1)

 

Despite the relatively small size and poor economy of Yemen, the pro- Hadi 

and Houthi military forces are very capable. The Houthis were able to make 

great territorial gains, including taking over the capital, Sana, Hadi‘s stronghold 

in Aden, and Yemen‘s largest port on the Red Sea, Hodeida. However, and 

despite these great achievements, pro-Hadi forces are pushing back with great 

strength, and are regaining the control of key ports, lands and facilities 

gradually.
(2)

 March 2015 marks a turning point in the Yemeni war, since KSA; 

alongside its Middle East coalition launched its Decisive Storm Operation which 

included the bombing of campaigns, naval blockade and the deployment of 

military groups to fight the Houthi rebels. Britain and the U.S also participated 

in this campaign by providing intelligence and logistical support for the 

airstrikes. The U.S had also promoted to arms sales to KSA and the collation 

during this time. Although the Decisive Storm Operation was announced as 

done in a little over three weeks, most powers are still active in Yemen, most 

notably, the U.S and KSA.
(3)

 

  Alongside their alliance with Saleh, Houthis were also supported, in arms 

and verbal strategy, by Iran. Since it turned to a Shi‘a based country in 1979, 

Iran had often supported Shia‘ blocs around the world in hopes of spreading 

Shiite ideology, and in turn its influence throughout the4 region. Most recently, 

Iran had been backing and funding Shiite organizations and parties, such as 

Hezbollah, while at the same time, attempting to maintain its relationship with 

its ally, the Syrian Assad regime. After its presence and relationship in Syria got 

threatened by the recent events, it seems that Iran had been working harder on 

establishing a strong presence in northern Yemen, namely in the Houthi 

                                                

(1) Esfandiary, D. and Tabatabai A., ibid. 

(2) Serr, Marcel, ―Understanding the War in Yemen‖, Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs, 2017, 

vol. 11, no. 3, pp. 35769. 

(3) Young, M., ―Is the Arab Coalition Really Containing Iranian Influence in Yemen?‖, 

Carnegie Middle East Center, 2019. https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/78683.  
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unable to create stability, or combat marginalization. Combining Hadi‘s 

abandonment of power which created uncertainty and instability with the civil 

war which had been going on in Yemen for the past 5-years, a void was created, 

and a number of bodies attempted to fill it including Al Qaeda, ISIS, and the 

Houthis, all of which battled to full the power vacuum. 
 

Regional Powers and Dynamics  

It could be said that the level of destruction and the severity of the violence 

witnessed in Yemen stems from the fact that it is caught in the war between two 

of the Middle East most powerful rivals, Iran and KSA. Although the two 

powers were never really in a direct war against each other, they instead 

supported opposing factions in wars across the Middle East and North Africa, 

including Syria, Libya, Iraq, Lebanon, and the main subject of this article, 

Yemen. The toll of those wars had become greater as they became longer, 

bloodier and in increasingly sectarian.
(1)

  

After fleeing to KSA, Hadi formed promptly an anti-Houthi/ Saleh alliance 

that included Islamists, tribesmen and external powers, including KSA and the 

UAE; eventually creating a civil war within Yemen. The two warring camps in 

Yemen were able to gain foreign support from KSA and its wide alignments in 

the Arab world and from Iran, adding to the existing proxy-war between the two 

countries, as each of them seeks to achieve regional supremacy. The addition of 

these external powers, and their aggressive intervention in the war, only added 

to the magnitude of the humanitarian catastrophe in Yemen in addition to 

contributing to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in it. The blockade, whether 

imposed on the Gulf of Aden or through the airstrike, has managed to magnify 

the water and famine crisis, by worsening it and preventing aid from reaching 

Yemeni people.  

It is a well-known fact that KSA is one of the region‘s superpowers, and its 

attempting to maintain its position as a dominant player throughout the Middle 

East. KSA‘s involvement in the Yemeni crisis began with forming a coalition 

consisting of Sunni-identified Arab countries: Bahrain, Jordan, Morocco, Egypt, 

Kuwait, Sudan and the UAE, including all GCC countries except from Oman. 

The bloc‘s main objective is to prevent Iran from gaining influent within the 

region. KSA‘s main interest in Yemen is combating Houthis who they perceive 

as the manifestation of Iran‘s efforts to gain influence and control within the 

region.
(2) 
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development.
1
Before 1968, the ruling Zaydi‘s region which was extended under 

the Ottoman Empire ruling was replaced though the growing spread of Sunnism 

and Wahhabi proselytizing, formerly Shia‘s areas, by Yemen‘s northern 

neighbor, KSA. 

In 1978, during which President Saleh rule, most of Yemen‘s polices were in 

factor of the elite highland tribes, marking the start of corruption and patronage. 

Although Southern and Northern Yemen were united under President Saleh‘s 

rule in 1990, it did nothing for Yemen in terms of development since corruption 

still dominated the ruling system. Yemen was not only one of the poorest 

countries in the Arab region, it was also a place known for its instability and 

conflict between southern separatist movement groups.
(2)

 

Soon after the commencement of the Arab spring, in February 2012, a 

national election was held, however there was only one candidate, Hadi, thus 

leading the UN-sponsored National Dialogue Conference (NDC) to convince in 

order to establish a new constitution that was accepted by Yemen‘s various 

factions. However, the NDC was unable to resolve the power struggle in 2014, 

and had to extend Hadi‘s presidency for another year. The NDC ended soon 

after, while the International Monetary Fund continued pressuring Yemen to lift 

fuel subsidies, and Houthi rebels began their military movement against Hadi‘s 

government.  

Houthi is a Muslim Shi‘a minority group originating from Northern Yemen, 

namely Zaydi revivals movement in the north. They staged a mass protest in 

2014 protesting the rise of fuel subsidies and demanding President Hadi to 

resign. They claim that their actions are a result of the growing spread 

Wahhabism in the area, in addition to the increasing Saudi interference in their 

affairs. Houthi‘s prominent allies are President Sales, due to their shared hatred 

of Sunnies, in addition to Al- Islah, who provided Houthis with the military 

support and clout in the former ruling monopoly party, General People‘s 

Congress.
(3)

 Following the Arab Spring, Houthis gained the support of those 

who were angry about the Presidency transition period, in addition to President 

Sales loyalists. The real power struggle in Yemen began when the Houthis were 

able to pressure President Hadi to flee to KSA, in early 2015, after he was 
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Previous Studies: 

Since its inception, and because of its striking impacts, the Yemeni crisis 

attracted many scholars and figures. Many efforts were put to address this crisis 

with its multiple dimensions.  As a result, there is rich literature covering the 

Yemeni crisis from different angles. Some studies focused on the status quo and 

current dynamics of the crisis with extra attention to regional players with 

limited linkage to internal Yemeni politics. The study under the title ―Yemeni 

Crisis: Status Quo and Future Indicators‖ is a useful study by Adnan Hezam in 

2017 fall in this category, in which it explored the crisis from its regional angel. 

Other studies focused merely on strategic and security issues associated with the 

crisis. The study on ―The Political Future of Yemen and its Impact on Arabian 

Gulf Countries‖ by Saleh Al Nefyseh in 2018 is a thorough study to understand 

possible security and strategic challenges and scenarios facing the Gulf region 

with remarkable attention posed by Iran on the Gulf region. 

A very enriching study by Nadawa Al-Dawsari in 2017 titled ―Breaking the 

Cycle of Failed Negotiations in Yemen‖ explored different diplomatic initiatives 

by the UN to solve the ongoing conflict. The study focused on the internal and 

humanitarian dimensions of the crisis in an idealistic manner. It also explored 

the challenges that faced different UN initiatives in bringing the crisis to an end. 

The study on ―Civil Society during War: the case of Yemen‖ by Moosa Elayah 

and Willemijn in 2019 is an empirical study about the role of civil society 

organizations in peace building in Yemen. The analysis found that civil society 

organizations in Yemen are diverse with limited capacity in making change 

regarding social peace and unity mainly because these organizations suffer from 

both lack of fund and independence from internal politics. These studies and 

many others are very useful, objective, precious but exclusive in the sense that 

each of which focused on a major dimension of the Yemeni crisis. This study 

however is a temptation to offer a comprehensive understanding and coverage to 

formulate a feasible and realistic solutions to the Yemeni crisis. It is trying to 

build upon previous efforts to accomplish this endeavor by investigating 

comprehensive questions that explore all players, dynamics, consequences and 

possible solutions to the crisis.  

Background and Current Internal Dynamics 

Following the First World War and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, 

Yemen was constituted of Northern and Southern Yemen. Between 1968 and 

1978, Northern Yemen was able to establish an informal balance of power 

between the highland elites and lowland traders, which benefited the regional 
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future of this country and region. The Yemeni crisis is considered as one of the 

largest humanitarian crisis in modern history. It can be also seen as a major 

challenge to regional peace and stability given its impact on regional imbalance 

and shifts in alignments. As such, and considering the devastation that took 

place over almost a decade of civil war, the Yemeni crisis is considered the main 

dynamic of the politics of the Gulf region and generally the Middle East side by 

side with the similar crisis in Syria. Therefore, understanding the Yemeni crisis 

is of great strategic importance to understand the politics of the Gulf region. In 

addition, advanced understanding of the Yemeni crisis and its major dynamics 

and players will help to propose possible solutions for a crisis its political and 

humanitarian impacts are still to be seen. Therefore, discussing this subject, in 

addition to its humanitarian and moral dimensions is of great importance for 

both academics and politicians alike.     

Research Hypothesis and Questions:  

The study stems from a main hypothesis which is: the Yemeni conflict was 

initially the result of the regime‘s failure in creating unity and legitimacy. This 

hypothesis assumes sub hypothesis: Such internal situation in Yemen allowed 

leading regional powers to intervene in Yemen internal affairs through building 

alignments within the Yemeni political sphere; Saudi Arabia, its Arabian allies 

such as United Arab Emirates and the Yemeni government on one hand and Iran 

and the Houthis on the other. As such, this led to the involvement of the U.S, 

which allowed the crisis to last longer by supporting KSA and its allies which 

had greatly escalated the crisis, leading to what could be one of the worst 

humanitarian crises in modern history.  

The study attempts to answer a number of intersected questions: What are 

the reasons behind the Yemeni crisis? What is the nature of the internal 

dynamics and how they overlap and interact with the regional dynamics and 

powers? To which extent does the U.S. involvement impact those dynamics and 

how? Not less importantly, how dangerous is the humanitarian crisis in Yemen 

and how can it be addressed on the ground? The research adopted the critical 

analysis approach; reviewing the most recent publications by experts and 

famous academics in reliable academic journals in addition to think tanks in the 

U.S, Europe and elsewhere. 
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Introduction:  

The Arab Spring presented great unrest in different countries of the Arab 

world. As such, during 2011, demonstrations took place in Yemen, seeking to 

overthrow President Ali Abdullah Saleh‘s regime. Following negation led by the 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and backed by the U.S, Saleh agreed to resign 

in return of immunity, and his Vice President, Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi 

assumed office as interim president. This transition of presidency was not easy, 

uncovering the magnitude of damage left by Saleh‘s regime, angering the 

Yemeni people further and eventually led to rebellion and start of protests in 

2011, which gave way to civil war. What began as a struggle for new leadership 

has transformed into a terrible conflict involving regional and international 

superpowers, thus leading the civil war in Yemen to enter its seventh year. This 

civil war resulted in one of the most destructive and harrowing humanitarian 

crises in the century. The  civil war did not only impact the Gulf region, 

it had also affected the entirety of the Middle East in different ways and at 

multiple levels. The consequences of the Yemeni crisis will be seen in the 

future, however, they can be alleviated with advanced and profound 

understanding of the conflict, which this article attempts to do. 

Research Objectives and Structure:  

This article seeks to explore the internal, regional and global dynamics of the 

Yemeni crisis and how they intersected. The study begins by reviewing the 

history of Yemen‘s internal political structures and situation, and how it 

contributed to the crises. It will then investigate the role and the influence 

regional powers, mainly Saudi Arabia and Iran, had on the conflict dynamics. 

U.S behavior and motivation should also be addressed in order to fully 

understand the reasons behind this conflict, as well as the role of the powers 

involved. Finally, the article will appraise the toll of this war, namely the issues 

relating to the availability of water, food and health conditions, exploring 

possible solutions to alleviate their impact. Such structure and coverage aim at 

exploring the main internal and regional dynamics and players involved in this 

devastating crisis leading to advanced understanding of the crisis. 

Research Problem and Significance 

The diversity of internal and regional players and dynamics of the Yemeni 

crisis created ambiguity and complexity over such major and turning point in the 
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Abstrac 

 The article discusses the Yemeni crisis which began as a result of the 

internal and regional impact of the Arab Spring in 2011. The crisis involved all 

internal Yemeni players, in addition to the involvement of major regional 

players, mainly The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and its Gulf allies such as 

the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on one hand and Iran on the other. The 

magnitude of this crisis encouraged international powers, mainly, the U.S to get 

involved, thus escalating the conflict and its consequences. The article will be 

exploring the diverse and intense dynamics which the conflict has, figuring the 

interactions among them in an attempt to provide a profound understanding of 

this crisis and its horrific toll on humanity, which will be discussed in the end of 

the article. 
KeyWord: Yemen, Yemeni Crisis, Houthis. 
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