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Abstract
The Legal Aspects of Electronic Contracting and Electronic Payment in Electronic
Commerce
Although electronic commerce has certain important economic aspects, it also has vital
legal aspects. Most of the related rescarch work has emphasized the economic aspects of
electronic commerce. In this article, which I have chosen to write in Arabic, T discuss two
important legal aspects of electronic commerce: electronic contracting and electronic
payment.

In the first chapter I analyze the legal aspects of electronic contracting. Although the
general principles of contracting are dealt with in the Civil Code, the Jordanian Electronic
Transactions Law No. 58 of the Year 2001 (JETL) provided for the legal principles of
electronic contracting. Thus, the time and place of contracting through elecironic means
were discussed, In addition, the admissibility of electronic message and electronic mail was
discussed in this chapter in the light of the provisions of the Jordanian Law of Evidence
(JLE). It is concluded that the provisions of JETL and the JLE admit clectronic message
and c-mail as cvidence if certain conditions are met.

In the Sccond chapter the legal aspecls of electronic payment arc analyzed. The
payment by credit cards or by electronic fund transfer is discussed. The JETL states the
Icgal principles for payment by electronic methods and the liability arising there from. The
JETL considers electronic {und transfer acceptable means for payment. Tt also states the
legal liability if the payment cards are lost or stolen. Although the law required the Central
Bank to issue regulations to organize such payment, the Central Bank has not done so yet,
which forces banks to organize such payment through contractual terms with their clients.
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(1) The Company shall not be responsible for any loss or damage caused by failure to carryout, or delay of,
messages resulting from technical failure, unless otherwise provided in the User Handbook, or force
majeure. Force Majeure shall include acts of authorities including P.T.T. authorities, strike or industrial
dispute, political disturbance, catastrophes in nature, fire, war, epidemics and all other circumstances which
prevent the Company against its will from carrying out its activities. Moreover, the Company shall not be
responsible for any loss or damage caused by the performance of non-authorized transmission orders unless
the prejudiced party proves that the Company could not reasonably assume the validity of those orders. The
Company shall be entitled to make use of any reputable third party with regard to the transmission of
messages, at the risk of the ordering User.
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