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The Conflict in the Great Sahara: A study in Future Scenarios and
Resolution Obstacles

Dr. Khaled H. Shenikat

Abstract

This study analyzes the issue of the Western Sahara conflict, which is the
most important regional conflict on the African continent. The conflict lasted
more than forty years without a solution that satisfies conflicting parties. The
study shows international and regional changes that have affected the parties of
the conflict and the conflict mechanisms and changes that have hampered the
chances of a solution.

The study used the historical, comparative and legal approach in reaching
and answering the hypothesis of the study, namely that there is a correlation
between the weighting of the conflict resolution scenario (partition, autonomy,
or the international scenario) in the Western Sahara conflict and the positions
of the parties to the conflict, as well as the nature and essence of the scenario
itself.

The study found that each scenario presented for solution has opportunities
and limitations.

The latter scenario that is introduced by the United Nations may have an
opportunity in the short and long term.

The reasons that hampered the solution. The study found out that is the
international attitudes associated with the absence of urgent interest to resolve
the conflict, as well as the hard positions of the conflicting parties.

Keyword: United Nations, Algeria, Morocco, International Disputes, Polisario.
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(1) Yousfi. Op.cit, pp.6-7.
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(1) Anna Theofilopoulou(Ban’s Misstep in Western Sahara) foreign policy in focus,
March 28, 2016m at http://fpif.org/bans-misstep-western-sahara/.

(2) Jacques Roussellier.op.cit. at http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/60197

(3) Ibid.
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(1) for more details: Report of the Secretary-General on the situation concerning Western Sahara for the
information of the members of the  Security Council, 18  April 2016,at
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/sgreports/2016.shtml, pp. 18-21.

(2) The African Union hails the United Nations Secretary General’s visit to Western Sahara in order to end the
prolonged suffering of the territory’s people,2016, at http://www.peaceau.org/en/article/the-african-union-
hails-the-united-nations-secretary-general-s-visit-to-western-sahara-in-order-to-end-the-prolonged-
suffering-of-the-territory-s-people#sthash.gVgRT34C.dpuf.

(3) Report by Africa Research Bulletin ( ALGERIA, MOROCCO - WESTERN SAHARA / UN: Row
Over Disputed Territory Status) at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/enhanced/doi/10.1111/j.1467-
825X.2016.06920.x, 7 April 2016
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(2) Report o .Human Rights in Western Sahara and in the Tindouf Refugee Camps,Human Rights

Watch, , U.S.A,2008, pp.32-33.
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Reform.p36.

Yvv



GASLE dala AllA L (Yo AV=14Ve) Jal) cilbgrag Jitesal) cilhsa b 4 Al g g lanall B g L5

O S s ol ) b \glgial) e ety sy L oy ) dad ey Juaay o
Dl e e 5 o Lol Gagde i saan delse Jaxm

e B s Jeuss 38 (Y01 Sl 3 35) splonlsll Ggun e 3185 ol Cuoal) a2 )57
capall (o) cciag galaal of CallaY) JS aad L V) b o oS Y sl o) V)
Osms¥ls OsSomy) Ay lin ey e ) Byl lpiing ey splead sl Agang
Conen Lgilaslsl 2o iy Clam Al ens Apal) ciblald (paSe g Bl cale o (5l clay) pa
Sl ¢l gl A8 Jpall il Gy eilaial s Aty 4¥) llad
oy sl e o

AV Cphall e Auagiye san g Bl ik aa) by ) culadl dplal clghaall s
Ysshad Wayliely syludall lizady Yoy 31 8 G gaall il SN didaie (o apiall ool
e 1l Jas

ol o huall da 3 lima b5y Gudylall (Y Cual 3 ¢yl dypra) clidlall -
AV Gyl Ty asagll gyl aal e ) Tay () L cbulus Do cpaldl DS 8 Dle)
Sl a5 Y (Jall dle) Jpa cpbylall (g ALl clalgd) L)) Ayl (Pagle o saglly

T e Gl page (Lste (oatll) il Blas Ale Jola sigall e haall 4a3l) o)l ade())
arall ge g a2 bl dga ae) il de deaasliy L (V)

http://www.france24.com/ar/20160531-%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A9-
%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B2-%D8%B2%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%85-
%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88-
%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B6

XV (Dol ve diy 2 ehasall g beall 38 Ge) ggsbmal) (o (T)
http://www.aljazeera.net/knowledgegate/opinions/2016/6/15/%D8%B9%D9%86-
%D8%A3%D9%81%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9-
%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-
%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF-
%D8%AT7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B2

S B sl celaall g 15 Jad Gl Lo chSS e capiall lans (£)

http://www.aljazeera.net/news/reportsandinterviews/2017/3/1/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AD%D8%A
7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%85%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-
%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%84-%D9%86%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1

e (Gl gage (Le el il (Bls Ale Jala sigpall el dajl) Cali ale (0)

YYA



AY VA (1) aaad) (V) laal) cpabaad) aghally ¢ g8 B Ada ) Alaall

O cpaall e aily clead yla ol jilall (g ¢ jlantind A G ¢ )pnaall Aol o K53
ban ) e el aplaty Gl ) sastiall asl) i 8 Al 3 sall Ao il A5
Y [ PYCSR N E S » E QP PO | PR

s ling Sihally copaall lsall D8 cp huall dad G ¢ hasall ASA alBY) 2l ()
Gl (e Alla BT ¢)aaall Ayl Crendinl g ¢ sl oyl Cprall Jala il Laaagas
& ol G cuall ) G @l Al anll Leguiany am Ags IS Ja Gaiasl) saally
bl ol dgaal alu¥) aelall ysn Silall Cusl Cua ooyl o patine A ) s
Gl ol 8 Cosan Ailie & Gushasall Giiadl) A6l Caans cehuadl)l 3yl M
b Ly daih g hall Ja ddle] (B cpald) on Rl cleball sald aly ¢ ihall e il
S B ) alsat AnlSa) (o LagalS (Y uall corall (8 alai¥ls slail) Bpise Cilaial
: : : o
GBSy ¢ pulpnd) SV Ll el Al jihall 8 cilias ) DAl il ¢
alu 8 Al 0N ehanall duad b Alad) <NV 2l aladyl Ay
(il s al Lglelaial

olad Corally el cubad) Gl o sams g bl (alal ol Aplie gl wile -0
Jss il dlag clanally dge dihaie ¢hanall o€ 3 Jidhy galail ey 4l ¢l
Wlial e Stai ) jaally AUalS Loba@y) JSLEal asall 5oty o gaall Jadill aalss
b bl ) aan (e sl Jil ehasall e jas o panll G iball 4
SV e ST ALl 6 G B aS e o el 13 e ALl 43V Gaa
Ladal) CalsnS) Jlaialy Cisan 8 aad)l lald dgay ols Gy dangiall sl Jalge e
spbalsdl Pla Gas 25 Y ehaall 4l Jlndl Glldal e saaly (HSL 1ed

(1) Michael D. Jacobs( Hegemonic Rivalry in the Maghreb: Algeria and Morocco in the Western
Sahara Conflict) thesis, Graduate School at Scholar Commons,University of south florida,
2012, p.57.
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(3) Wainscott, Without Reform, UN’s Western Sahara Mission Risks Failure,11 may, 2015, at
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2015/05/western-sahara-morocco-united-nations/
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