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Visions, Ideas and Perceptions of Reforming the United Nations and its
Institutions: The Security Council as a Model (1993-2020)

Dr. Asem Ameel Al-Burgaan
Prof. Hamad Adul-Kareem Mahafthah

Abstract

This study aims at investigating the visions, ideas and perceptions of
reforming the United Nations and its organs, especially the "Security Council”.
This aim can be achieved by studying and analyzing the ideas and perceptions
that have been suggested for more than a quarter of a century, coinciding with
a period of seventy-five years since the establishment of the United Nations
organization.

The need for reforming the Security Council comes from the council's
inability to carry out its duties in a dynamic and effective way, like
maintaining international peace and security. In addition, the Council usually
suffers from serious problems when it comes to discussing important issues
worldwide, which can be seen in the frequent and unjustified use of the Veto
right by the Council’s members. The study comes up with many results, the
most important of which is the conviction adopted by the great powers that
have global interests at all levels, that making fundamental and real reforms at
the level of the United Nations, and in particular at the level of the Security
Council, definitely does not serve their interests; rather it intersects with such
interests. Therefore, these reforms are usually considered to be thorny and
difficult issues to be discussed easily.

Keywords: United Nations, Security Council, Reform.
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(1)LEO GROSS, VOTING IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL: ABSTENTION FROM
VOTING AND ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS, 60 Yale L.J. (1951). Available at:

http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/ylj/vol60/iss2/1 ¥  YA/N Y /Y Jgaall )

Statement at San Francisco by the delegations of the four Sponsoring Governments
(China, the UK, the USA and the USSR) on “The Yalta Formula” on Voting in the
Security Council
8 JUNE 1945 (UNCIO, 1945, Vol. Xl, pp. 710-14). Available at:
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(2) M. Boot, Paving the Road to Hell: the Failure of the U.N. Peacekeeping, Foreign Affairs,
March/April 2000 Issue. Available at;
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/review-essay/2000-03-01/paving-road-hell-failure-un-

peacekeeping
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(3) DR Congo: Army, UN Failed to stop the massacre, available at:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/02/dr-congo-army-un-failed-stop-massacre
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|(4) Ch. Krishnaswami, The United Nations’ Shameful History in Haiti, the Slate, 19 August 2013.

Available at: https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2013/08/united-nations-caused-cholera-
outbreak-in-haiti-its-response-violates-international-law.html
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(1) HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2002. Deepening democracy in a fragmented world. New
York Oxford Oxford University Press 2002, p. 120. available at:
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/263/ndr_2002_en_complete.pdf
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(1) Governing and Managing Change at the United Nations. Reform of the Security Council
from 1945 to September 2013, Center for UN Reform Education, New York, September
2013, Vol. 1. P.5.

Paper by the Chairman of the Open-Ended Working Group On The Question of
Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council
and Other Matters Related to the Security Council, 20 march 1997 r.,
https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/security-council-reform/41310-razali-
reform-paper.html
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(2) Marjorie Ann Browne, Luisa Blanchfield: United Nations Regular Budget

Contributions: Members Compared, 1990-2010, Congressional Research Service. P.16,
available at: https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL30605.pdf.
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(1) A more secure world ..., op. cit., Paragraphs 251-253.
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(1) Y. Bojiang, Redefining Sino-Japanese Relations after Koizumi,. The Washington
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(1)The common African position on the proposed reform of the United Nations, available at:
http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/cap_screform_2005. pdf
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(2)Letter dated 23 may 1997 from the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United
Nations addressed to the Vice-Chairmen of the Working Group, available at:

https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/ security-council-
reform/41399.html?temid=915
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(2) Ministerial Meeting of the G4 countries (Brazil, Germany, India and Japan) in the

margins of the 66th Session of the UN General Assembly, Joint Press Statement, 23

wrzesnia 2011 r., available at: http://www.mofa.
go.jp/policy/un/reform/joint1109.html
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(3) Uniting For Consensus’ Group Of States Introduces Text On Security Council Reform
To General Assembly, available at: http://www.un.org/press/en/2005/ga10371.doc.htm
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(4) Security Council Reform, available at:
https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/lUFC 2009 Proposal.pdf
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(1) UN Security Council Rome with 120 votes challenge Berlin, La Republicca, 15 May
2011, available at:
https://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2011/05/15/news/consiglio_di_sicurezza onu_roma_co
n 120 voti sfida berlino-16271793/
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(2)A. Ariyoruk, Players and Proposals in the Security Council Debate, Global Policy Forum,
3 July
2005, available at:
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/200/41204.html
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(3) Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS).

The responsibility to protect, december 2001, available at:
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/IC1SS%20Report.pdf
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(4)The 2005 World Summit High-Level Plenary Meeting of the 60th session of the UN
General Assembly (14-16 September 2005, UN Headquarters, New York), available at:
http://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/
worldsummit_2005.shtml
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(3) Rita Emch, Swiss withdraw UN draft resolution, Swiss Info, 18 maja 2012 r., available

at: http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/security-council-reform swiss-withdraw-un-draft
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(L. Fabius, A call for self-restraint in the U.N., New York Times, 4 October 2013, available at:
http://www.
nytimes.com/2013/10/04/opinion/a-call-for-self-restraint-at-the-un.html?_r=0
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(3) Jessica Kroenert, France and Mexico co-host high-level meeting on ,,Framing the veto in the
event of mass atrocities”, Center for UN Reform Education, 5 October 2015, available at:
http://www.centerforunreform.org/?q=node/674
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(4) Fact Sheet: The Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group — Better Working Methods
for today’s UN Security Council, Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych Szwajcarii, October 2014,
available at:

https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/mission-new-york/en/speeches-to-the-un/20141001-new-
- york-factsheet-accountability-coherence-transparency EN.pdf
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(1) ACT members release final text of proposed SC Code of Conduct, Center for UN
Reform Education, 8 September 2015, available at:
http://www.centerforunreform.org/?q=node/671
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Available at: http://www.theelders.org/
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