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The Use of Unmanned Aircraft Technology in the Light of the
International Uumanitarian Law

Dr. Salameh Saleh Abid-Elfattah Al-Rahayfeh

Abstract

The present time has witnessed an extensive use of unmanned
aircraft technology as it became the weapon of choice for states to
use in their armed conflicts. This is due to the unmanned aircraft
ability in protecting the states, soldiers and its accuracy in achieving
goals. Additionally, its ability to perform tasks which are impossible
to be performed by regular soldiers. Furthermore, the material cost of
unmanned aircraft puts it in favour over manned aircraft because
there is relative cost involved.

The use of unmanned aircraft has had multiple effects. In addition
to the military effect of changing the balance of military power and
canceling the traditional concept of combat soldiers, using unmanned
aircrafts has also had effects on the rules and principles of the
international humanitarian law which necessitates a review of the
technology to ensure the extent of its legitimacy.
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Rights-institute/conncil- resolutlan.aspx.
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https://commons.und.edu/cgi/viewcontent.

Indiscriminate Attacks and Indiscriminate Weapons in International
Humanitarian Law, prepared by the Office of the United
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Summary of the interactive expert panel discussion convened by the
Human Rights Council on the use of remotely piloted aircraft
or armed drones in accordance with international law.
Document No. A/HRC/28/38 p. 4 United Nations General
Assembly, available on the

website:https://undocs.org/ar/A/HRC/28/38
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International Humanitarian Law and the Challenges of
Contemporary Armed Conflicts - Excerpts from the report
prepared by the International Committee of the Red Cross for
the 28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Geneva, December 2003, published on the website of
the International Committee of the Red

Cross..//www.icrc.org/ar/doc/assets/files/other/ihl-and-
challenges contemporary -armed-conflicts.pdf

International humanitarian law and the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on the Legality of the Threat or
Use of Nuclear Weapons, article published on the website of
the International Committee of the Red Cross on March 16,
2016. See  websitehttps://www.icrc.org/ar/publication/lhl-
advisory-opinion-icj-legality-threat-or-use-nuclear-weapons
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legality-threat-or-use-nuclear-weapons

Isabel Robinson and Eileen Knoll: Proportionality and Precautions in
Attack, Consequences and Reverberation, International

Review of the Red Cross 2017, p. 112, at:

https://international-review.icrc.org/sites/default/files/12825
proportionality _and_precautions_in_attack - opt 03.pdf

Muhammad Mansour: Drones: The Face of New Wars in the Arab
Region, research published in the Journal of the Arab Policies
Forum, on the website:https://www.alsiasat.com
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Tariq Al-Majzoub: The Drone as a Means of War (Initial - Military -
Legal Notes) Article published in the National Defense
Magazine, Issue 82, October 2012, see the website:
https://www.lebarmy.gov.Ib/ar/content

Alex Roland, war and technology
https://www.fpri.org/contributor/alex-roland/

Tariq Al-Majzoub, the Drone as a Means of War, Illegal Military
Initial Notes, National Defense Magazine article, Issue 82,
October 2012, on the

website:https://www.lebarmy.gov.lb/ar/content

Mohand Boukotis: International Responsibility for the Use of Drones
www.aljazeera.net > blogs > 2017/11

Stephen Lee: Drones: How ethical are drones? Translation of Ikhlas
Al-Saedi, an article published on the Hikma website
https://hekmah.org

A call to ban killer robots in war, article posted on the website:
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47264453Human Right watch: losing

Humanity, The case against killer Robots, Nov 2012,
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See the Statute of the International Criminal Court:
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