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Abstract:

This research seeks to examine the reception of al-Mutanabbi’s poetics across
time. It looks at the relationship between time and the levels of critical reception.
This study attempts to investigate the characteristics of texts that challenge time and
transcend it by means of discussing creativity itself. The research, therefore,
approaches Al Mutanabbi himself, his intellectual foundations’ formation, and his
poetic, intellectual, and aesthetic. This requires the researcher to show patience and
deep inquiry to reach a clear answer, as there is a strong distinction between the time
of textual production and the time of textual reception. The changing horizons of
readers grant this critical investigation its significance, as it traces three temporal
moments, each contributing a distinct reading of al-Mutanabbi’s poetry.

This study is divided into two parts. The theoretical part addresses the issue of
how time may function as a critic, and the practical part tests the validity and
effectiveness of the theoretical framework. The field of application will be the
poetics of al-Mutanabbi and the ways critics have received it across three historical
moments: the period of classical Arab critics, followed by the classical-renaissance
horizon of reception, represented by the criticism of Taha Hussein on al-Mutanabbi’s
poetics, and finally the postmodern or post-reception-theory moment, represented
by Abdullah Al Ghathami in his cultural criticism. The study concludes with a fourth
moment, namely the perspective of the author of this study.

Keywords: time as a critic, temporal moments, moment of textual enunciation, time
of interpretive reception, time of textual reception, and horizon of
expectation.

" Professor of Modern Criticism, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Yarmouk
University, Jordan.
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() Jauss, Hans Robert, Literary History as a Challenge to Literary Theory, New Literary History,
Vol. 2, No. 1, 1970.

“The historical life of a literary work is unthinkable without the active participation of its
addressees.”
@ Tbid, p. 10
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() Jauss, Hans Robert, Ibid, p. 19.
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(M Tbid, p.300. Gadamer Says:"The fusion of horizons is the achievement of understanding”.
@ Tbid, p. 289.
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