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Abstract

This research seeks to reveal the method that Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi (d. 685
A.H./1286 A.D.) used in his book ‘Ara’is al-Adab, a book on the autobiography of
"Andalusian" poets. The research is divided into two topics: Sa‘id al-AndalusT's
writing method of the book, and the critical method applied on the poems cited in
that book.

The researcher noted that Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi adopted, while writing this book,
an approach whereby he benefited from his own writing methods that had been
applied in his other autobiographical books such as al-Mughrib fi Hula al-Maghrib",
"Rayat al-Mbbrizyin wa Ghayat al-Mumayayzin", "al-Gadh al-Mu‘lla fi al-Tarikh
al-Muhlla", and "al-Ghustin al-Yani‘ah fi Shu‘ara’ al-Mi’ah al-Sabi‘ah", among
others, adding a special feature which distinguishes it from his previous writings.

The researcher also noted that Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalust in his comments and
criticism followed a distinctive method, which was defined in his book entitled
“‘Unwan al-Murqisat wa al-Mutribat”, according to which he categorized poetry
into entertaining, melodical, acceptable, abandoned, and else.

Due to the nature of the research (i.e., revealing Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi’s method
adopted in his book), it was important to apply a descriptive analytical method.

The research concluded that Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi’s book ‘Ara’is al-Adab is an
important source of knowledge, presenting a lot of information that has not been
mentioned in any other source. Moreover, Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalus1’s superb aesthetics
and self-impressions had been the main inspirations that shaped his critical remarks.

Keywords: ‘Ara’is al-Adab, Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi’s method.

* Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,

Jordan of University, Amman, Jordan.
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