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The Poetics of the Commandment (Testament) in the Models of the
Classical Arabic Narrative

Dr. Haitham Mohammad Sarhan

Abstract

This research aims to examine the ambiguous relationship between
discourse, structure and deception, on the assumption that the disruption of
the cultural and social structure in the Dar al-Islam (kingdom of Islam)
necessarily leads the tongue (language) to tend towards production of
deception. This will infiltrate the most transcendent form of classical Arab
narrative texts: the discourse of command (testament or will), which would be
affected by an essential imbalance in the values and virtues that must be
contained therein. Consequently, such texts became vulnerable to linguistic
abuse, whereby mendicant fathers advise their sons to become professional in
begging, fraud and transgressing the structure.

Keywords: Begging, Magamat, Commandment, Dar al-lIslam (the kingdom
of Islam), Narrative Arabic classical.
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